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A XX. szdzad elejére megerésodott az igeny, hogy a ket meglevo egyetem melle Ujakat alapit-
sanak. Tobb, mint tiz varos aspiradlt dllami egyetem létesitésére, vegul az 1912. evi XXXVI. tor-

ar
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venycikk ket, egy Pozsonyban es egy Debrecenben feldllitandé tudomdanyegyetemrol hatarozott. csuk annyl nt
A debreceni egyetem pdlydzata moégé a varos és a reformatus egyhdz egyardnt felsorako- Magya rorszagon
zott. Elobbi, a tobb millid koronds anyagi hozzdjaruldson tul, egy 112 holdas terudletet engedett a harmadik egyetemért w

at a Nagyerdon az egyetemi epuletek es a botanikus kert elhelyezesere. Magara vallalta emel-
lett a terulet kozmudvesitését, valamint a villamos vonaldnak a kampuszig tortené meghosszalb-
bitasat. A reformdatus egyhdzkerulet hozzdgjarult, hogy az addig a Kollegium falai kozt zajlo

teologiai, bolcseszeti es jogakadémiai kepzeseket athelyezzek az Uj egyetemre, és anyagilag "only for Homer competed
tamogatta a letesulo Teologiai Kar fenntartasat. og e o
as many cities as in Hungary

Az egyetemi epitkezesek tervezesevel Korb Fléris mdegyetemi tanart biztak meg. A nagy
° ° ° 1]
beruhdzds a vildghdbord elétt, 1914 mdrciusdban vette kezdetét a klinikai telep épitésével. for a third university.

At the beginning of the 20th century, there was a growing need to establish new universities
in addition to the two existing ones so much so that more than ten cities wanted to establish
one in Hungary. In 1912, the Hungarian Parliament ratified Act XXXVI which established two
universities, one in Bratislava and one in Debrecen.

The University of Debrecen, which started with four faculties, was supported by the mu-
nicipality of Debrecen and the Reformed Church as well. The municipality of Debrecen allo-

cated several millions of Golden Koronas, and even granted a huge piece of land (an area of
112 cadastral jugera) in the Great Forest for the location of all the buildings of the university
and the Botanical Garden. In addition, it performed the development of the dedicated area:
the civil engineering works and the extension of the tram line to the university. The reformed
church district agreed to relocate from the Reformed College the theological, liberal arts
and law courses to the new university and financially supported the newly established
Faculty of Theology.

Professor Floris Korbb was commissioned to design the university buildings. In March 1914,
just two months before the outbreak of the First World War, the construction works started
4031.X.22. with the section that was to incorporate the clinics.
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A Debreceni Egyetem letesitéserol szolo torveny
elfogadasa elott tobb terv is szuletett a leendo
tudomadnyegyetem helyszinet illetoen. Eloszor

a Péterfia utca, Nyomtatd utca (a mai Nagypiac)
és Kalvin tér kozti telket jeloltek ki, de felmerult

a Pavilon Laktanya (ma: DE Kossuth Lajos Gya-
korlé Gimndziuma) és a Magyar Kirdalyi Dohdny-
bevaltdé melletti terulet is, ahol a kozponti épulet
egy szepmuveszeti es egy varosi muzeum tarsa-
sagaban epult volna meg. A mabdl visszatekint-
ve orulhetunk, hogy ezek csak tervek maradtak
és a Korb Floris dltal megdalmodott kozponti
epulet vegul Nagyerdon lelt otthonra.

Even before the ratification of the law on the es-
tablishment of the University of Debrecen, sever-
al locations were considered for the university.
First, the plot between Péterfia Street, Nyomtatd
Street (today's Grand Market) and Kalvin Square
was selected. The area next to the Building of the
Pavilion (today: Kossuth Lajos Teacher Training
Secondary Grammar School and Elementary
School) and the Hungarian Royal Tobacco Ex-
change was also considered. According to these
plans, the central building would have been built
in the company of a city and fine art museum.
Looking back, time also confirms the decision
that these were only plans and the main building
dreamed up by Floris Korb finally found a home
in the Great Forest.
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A Debreceni Egyetem foepuletéenek
terllete 6200 m*=, beépitett térfogata
140 000 m?3, mely 6sszesen hét szintet
foglal magdba. Féfrontja 108 méter,
melysege 88 meter.

Az épulet tervezése mar 1917-ben

megkezdodott, de a vilaghdboru miatt,

a tobbszori koltseg- es tervmodositds
utan az épitkezeés csak az 1927. junius
3-i alapkdbletetellel vette kezdetet.

A gazdasagi valsag kovetkeztéeben al-
kalmazott takarekossdagi intezkedesek
azonban tovabbi valtoztatdasokat ko-
veteltek meg, és az epitkezes uteme is
jelentésen lelassult. A munkadlatokat
az 1932. mdjus 15-en tartott avatod
unnepseggel zartak le.

Az alapvetden falazott szerkezetu
/hcgyomc’:myos épuletben az akkoriban
ujnak szamité anyagokat es megoldad-
sokat is alkalmaztak: vasbetont, vala-
mint nagymeretu acel- es uvegszer-
kezeteket. Az aula uvegablakai es a
diszudvar felulvilagito Uvegtetozete
ezen felul kiemelkedo epiteszeti es
muvészeti ertékkel is birnak.

The area of the main building of the
University of Debrecen is 6,200 m=,

and its area spans 140,000 m?3, with
a total of seven floors. The facade is
108 meters high, and its depth is 88
meters.

The first design plans came out in
1917. Due to the outbreak of the First
World War, however, after several
changes in budget and designs con-
struction began on June 3, 1927, laying
the foundation stone. As a result of the
economic crisis, cost-saving measures
induced further changes and the pace
of construction slowed down signifi-
cantly as well. Finally, the inauguration
ceremony was held on May 15, 1932.

Ground-breaking solutions and ma-
terials were applied in the traditional,

masonry-structured building: rein-
forced concrete, as well as large steel
and glass structures. The stained-glass
windows of the Aula (or the Assembly
Hall) and the colorful glass roof of the
Ceremonial Hall also have outstanding
architectural and artistic value.
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iIng and doctoral ceremonies, balls, exhibitions,

It was created with the
sport events and even funeral events.

assistance of Miksa Roth, a renowned glass and

mosaic artist of the time.
with a floor space of 700

-vault colorful glass roof, solved with
squadre meters and a height of 29 meters, has

Floris Korb professionally used coffered and
reinforced concrete arched slabs fields to cover it,

The Ceremonial Hall,
It has served as the venue for opening and closing

nal designs, instead, an open courtyard with a
proven suitable for hosting two thousand people.

fountain in the middle was envisioned. It was de-
cided to cover it in 1928, creating the building's

The Ceremonial Hall was not included in the origi-
most impressive architectural space.

ceremonies of the academic year, degree-

light steel lattice supports.

with a barrel
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Korb Fléris koranak elismert épitésze
az egyetemi épuletek specialistdja
volt. A Debreceni Egyetem foepulete
élete f6 muvenek tekinthetd, annak
ellenere, hogy elkeszultét mar sem 6,
sem Stégmiiller Arpad kivitelezd-f6-
vallalkozé nem érhette meg. A vegul

Floris Korb, a renowned architect of
his time, specialized in university
buildings. The main building of the
University of Debrecen can be con-
sidered the main work of his life. Un-
fortunately, neither he nor the main
contractor Arpad Stégmiiller would

Patzé Marton iranyitasaval befejezett
epulet hden tukrozi Korb tobb evtize-
des palydjanak letisztulasat is. Az
elso tervek palota-szerud, szobrokkal
tdzdelt, diszes epitmenye fokozatosan
jutott el a ma ismert, barokkos to6-
megformdadldson alapuld impozdns es
megis egyszerd formavilagig, ami
tokeletesen harmonizalt Debrecen
klasszicista epuleteivel.

live to see it completion. The building,
which was finally completed under
the supervision of Marton Patzo,
faithfully reflects Korb's vision. The
palace-like, statue-filled, ornate
building of the first designs gradually
reached the imposing yet simple form
known today, which perfectly harmo-
nized with the other classicist build-
ings of Debrecen.

235
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19332.718

A foepulet els6 latvanytervei meg az alapitasrol
hatdrozo torveny eldtt, 1912. marciusdban megszu-
lettek, de a befejezésig eltelt 20 ev alatt - fokent
anyagi megfontoldsok miatt — tobbszori modositason
estek at. Az ujabb tervvaltozatok soran az epulet
kepe fokozatosan egyszerdsodott, formavilaga
letisztultabbad valt.

Korb Fléris 1917-es tervrajzai az eredeti elképze-
lesbdl indultak ki, de itt mar szerepel a késobbi
konyvtdar szamadra tervezet északi keresztszarny is.
Az 1925-26-0s terveken az épulet sarkain tornyok
emelkedtek, a szobrokkal gazdagon diszitett fohom-
lokzat felett hatalmas kupola magasodott, s ezen
lathato eldszor a harmadik, akkor meg tetd nelkuli
belso udvar is.

Mai alakjat az epitkezesek megkezdése utani,
1928-as mddositasokkal nyerte el az epulet. E val-
tozatban mar nem szerepel a kupola és az oldaltor-
nyokat is elhagytak. Az egyszerusodes ellensulyoza-
sara megemeltek foparkanyt es a kozeéprizalit felett
egy hangsulyosabb tetdszakasszal fedtek be a harma-
dik belso udvart, igy letrenhozva a mai zart Diszudvart.

T rryT
-. - -1
by

The first design plan was created in March 1912,
even before the establishing law of the University of
Debrecen. In the 20 years that passed until comple-
tion, the plans were modified several times mainly
due to financial considerations. The image of the
building gradually simplified, and its form refined.
Floris Korb's 1917 design started from the original
idea, however, the northern wing dedicated for the
later library was drawn up here.

On the 1925-26 designs, there are towers at the
corners of the building, and a huge dome rises above
the richly decorated main fagade. This design shows
for the first time the third courtyard, which was still
roofless at the time.

The building acquired its present shape after con-
struction works began with modifications made in
1928. In this version, the dome and the side towers
are removed. To compensate for the simplification,
the main cornice was raised, and the third inner
courtyard was covered with a roof section over the
central rizal, creating today's closed Ceremonial Hall.
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.Egyszeru. Tiszta. Monumentalis. Latszik rajta,
hogy diszesebbre terveztek, mint ahogyan

az utolso esztenddk gazdasagi valsaga
megengedte. Hianyzik rola a  kulturfolenyes”
ornamentika: igy azonban meg nemesebb,
vildgosabb az arca s ez jobban illik a tudo-
many komoly, 6szinte vildgdhoz”

(Debreczeni Ujsag, 1932. aprilis 24.)

Anyagi, funkciondlis vagy esztetikai okokbal
az eredeti 1917-es tervek mar az epitkezes
elott, de még a munkalatok alatt is valtoztak.
Az eredeti elképzelésekben kulon epuletet
kapott volna a természettudomanyi kepzes,
a féepulet ket oldalara almodtdak az interna-
tus epuleteit, az oldalso tornyokba pedig
meteoroldgiai es csillagaszati megfigyelodl-
lomdsokat terveztek.

A vilaghdborut kovetod idoszak, majd az
epitkezesek megkezdese utdn kirobbant gaz-
dasagi vildgvalsag miatt ezek az elkepzelesek
azonban csak a tervezéasztalon es |atvany-
terveken valosultak meg.

Az eltelt 90 ev viszont igazolta, amit mar
a kortdarsak is hangsulyoztak: az egyszeru-
sitesek nem valtak az épulet karara, inkabb
erositették annak harmonigjat.

For financial, functional or aesthetic reasons,
the original 1917 desighs were changed be-
fore and even during the construction works.
According to the original ideas, a separate
building would have been dedicated to the
faculty of natural sciences, school residential
buildings were envisioned on two sides of the
main building, and meteorological and astro-
nomical observatories were designed on the
side towers.

Due to the period following World War |
and the economic crisis that erupted after
the start of construction, these ideas were
only realized on the drawing board and
design plans.

However, the past 90 years have con-
firmed what contemporaries have already
pointed out: the simplifications emphasized
the harmony of the building.
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A tudomanyegyetemrol hatdarozo torveny
szellemében, majd a létesitésere kapott
1916-0s miniszteri engedély birtokdban az
Egyetemi Konyvtar is helyet kapott az yj
féépulet terveiben.

Korb Floris mar az 1917-es tervekbe be-
lefoglalta a konyvtarat, amit az eszaki resz
egy keresztszarnnyal valo kibovitesevel
hozott letre ugy, hogy az csak bizonyos
szinteken érintkezzen az épulet tobbi sza-
kaszaval. Ennek eredmenyeként a bibliotéka
ugy kepez kulonallé egyseget, mikozben
szerves resze maradt a féépuletnek.

A hatalmas olvasotermet és ket, nyolc-
szintes raktarakat is magdba foglalo epu-
letszarny a konyvtdrepites akkor legmod-
ernebbnek szamitod elvei szerint keszult.

A korban ritkasagnak szamitott, hogy Deb-
receni Egyetem Konyvtara 1933-ban olyan
épuletbe koltozhetett, amit kimondottan
erre a célra terveztek.

Az epitkezesek alatt igyekeztek a nagy-
erdo teruletet a lehetd legnagyobb mertek-
ben erintetlenul hagyni. Ennek koszonhetoen
az uj Féepulet mogotti parkban evszdzados
fak adtak arnyékot. Az eredeti termeészeti
értékeket a varos altal adomanyozott 17
hektdros teruleten letrehozott botanikus
kert egeszitette ki.

According to the establishing law of the Uni-
versity, and the 1916 ministerial authoriza-
tion, the University Library was also included
in the plans of the new main building.

Floris Korb created the library by expan-
ding the northern side with a cross wing, so
that it only joins the other sections of the
building at certain levels. As a result, the
library forms a separate unit, while remain-
iIng an integral part of the main building.

This wing of the building, including a huge
reading room and two eight-story library
stacks, was built according to the modern
principles of library construction. So, in 1933
the Library of the University of Debrecen
was able to move into a building specifically
designed for its purpose.

During construction works, the construc-
tors tried to leave the formerly forested
area untouched as much as possible. As
a result, centuries-old trees provided shade
In the park behind the new Main Building,
which was complemented by a botanical
garden created on a 1/-hectare area dona-
ted by the municipality.

Q;" §

N

N
3

‘* !

Keltsd életre a fotét Artivive applikdciéval!l | Bring the photo to live with Artivive app!

|

>
:
ot Y

ﬁ'.
é
-

-

_‘__,._...ﬂ.-l . n—— ——
S - N R Sy e~ - -
4
: -
>

loliel # Udbd W Jodie

- -v——-———--——----c*-—

%,

/

a

/:

P -
-

Féépulet 90 év | 90 years of the Main Building

N
NP,

@



Féépulet S0 év | 90 years of the Main Building

A} Keltsd életre a fotdt Artivive applikdciéval!l | Bring the photo to live with Artivive app!

/N

}n_?i'&i.

My
4

B



A Foépulet elkeszulte utan kevessel az egyetem Shortly after the completion of the Main Building, the

elotti, 231x144 meteres park rendezesi munkalatai landscaping of the 231x144 meter space in front of

is befejezddtek. A francia stilusu park, a 65x20 the university was also completed. The French-style
meteres vizmnedenceju szokdkutjaval es a reforma- park, with its fountain with a 65x20 meter pool and
cio jeles debreceni képviseldinek szobraival madig statues of prominent representatives of the Refor-

a varos egyik emblematikus tere. Az Egyetemre mation in Debrecen, is still one of the city's most
merdleges sugarut tervet Borsos Jozsef emelte be emblematic squares. Jozsef Borsos included the con-
a varos 1930-as rendezesi tervebe, ami e nagy- struction of an avenue perpendicular to the universi-
vonalu ravezetessel teszi igazan hangsulyossa az ty in the 1930 landscaping plan, emphasizing the
épulet varoskepi érvenyesuleset. architectural significance of the building.
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A balkez feldli hossztengely homloktereben a tud. egyetem féepu-
lete dll, melyben a rektoratus, dekanatusok, a jogi és bolcseszeti
karok helyisegei, az aula es az egyetemi konyvtar nyernek elhely-
ezest. A két oldalszarnyban, melyek a foepulet eléteréet hataroljak,
internatusok terveztettek, mensa akademika, didkotthon es egye-
suleti helyisegekkel. A disztér elejet Ferencz Jozsef kiralyunknak
emlekszobor architekturdja foglalja el.

Az emlitett hossztengelytdl kétoldalt a természettudomanyi es
az orvoskari elméleti szakok t. i. a chemiai, phisikai, allat, néveny,
Aasvdanytani és foldtani. az elettan, kozegészsegtani, kértani es
gyogyszereszettani intezetei dllnak a hossztengellyel szemben.

A botanikus kert novenyhdzai, mogotte az egyetemi viztelep a viz-
toronnyal oldalt a diagondl tengelyben a bonctani intezetek epul-
nek. A terulet jobboldalan |évo teruleteken a klinikak csoportja es
ennek felveteli ill. gazdasagi epuletei allanak. A kézben fennma-
radt resz teruleteken a botanikus kerten kivul nagy terjedelmu
reserva teruletek allanak a jovo fejlddes celjaira rendelkezesre.

Budapesten 1917. évi dprilis hd 10-én

The front area of the longitudinal axis on the left features the
main building of the university that houses the rector's office, the
offices of the deans, rooms of the faculties of law and humanities,
the assembly hall, and the university library. In the two side wings
that border the front area of the main building, boarding schools
were planned with mensa academica, dormitories, and rooms for
the student associations. the front of the decorative square is
occupied by the memorial statue of our king franz joseph.

On the two sides of the above mentioned longitudinal axis,
one can find the faculties of science and medicine, i.e., chemistry,
physics, zoology, botany, minerology, and geology. The institutes
of physiology, public health, pathology, and pharmacy are oppo-
site the Longitudinal axis. the greenhouses of the botanical
garden and behind it the water facility of the university with the
water tower, to the side in the diagonal axis the anatomical insti-
tutes will be built. In the areas on the right side of the site, the
group of clinics and the reception and financial buildings are
located. on the remaining parts, outside the botanical garden,
there are large reserve areas available for future development.

Budapest, April 19, 1917
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