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Abstract

Open Access was born in Hungary with the Budapest Open Access Initiative in February 2002. In the same year, OA said goodbye to Budapest and has not returned since then.
DRIVER did a European survey on open access in 2006-2007 but there were no respondents from Hungary. We decided to adapt the questions of the DRIVER survey to Hungarian conditions.
We had had information about the existence of eight institutional repositories in the country, seven of them registered in OAlster, openDOAR, ROAR and BASE.
According to a Government mandate on the open availability of PhD theses, universities are responsible for providing open access to the full text of theses. Hungarian research projects are, of
course, concerned by sponsor mandates (NIH, Wellcome Trust, EC, ERC, EUA)

access. We also collected data on the size and content of existing repositories, and on their plans and ideals of future archives.
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Our questionnaire contains some questions on the size and scientific output of the institutions. We asked whether these institutions comply with the PhD mandate and if they have a policy on open

26 members of the College of the Directors of University Libraries and the Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences were invited to participate in the survey.

1Research Landscape in Hungary

Scientific publications by research

2 Scholarly Publishing

There are approximately 1,500 scientific journals published in Hungary. Most of them, however, suffer from the low circulation -
low visibility - low impact factor syndrome. About 10 % are available online and very few of them are open access.
[ The best research results are published in high-impact English language journals. Since all these journals cannot be

DR&D subscribed to, access to scholarly publications is restricted in the country. Open access to research results will enhance
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Out of 54,640 scientific publications in 2005, more than 70 % were written by
researchers employed in higher education, in 46 colleges and 26 universities.
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5 Repository Types 6Repository Contents

Respondents were asked about the contents of their archives.
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7University of Debrecen Electronic Archive

There are a few initiatives for creating institutional repositories in the country. One of them is DEA (University of Debrecen Electronic Archive)
which is maintained by the University and National Library (http://www.lib.unideb.hu) in Debrecen. We make use of all related legislative rules and
regulations (including a governmental mandate on the open availability of PhD theses) to collect as many documents as possible into our
repository. Our university is a DART-Europe partner institution and we are looking for other pariners, such as DRIVER. At the same time we are
building a publication database for the university and offer full text deposit when researchers upload bibliographic data of their research articles.
QOur service for generating personal bibliographies and CVs for personal and/or departmental web pages is under development.
Our aim is to offer a repository-centered information package for researchers of the university.

The responding institutions (8 universities and the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences) represent 40% of
research staff and 30 percent of scientific publications in
Hungary.
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The size of existing repositories varies greatly. Only four of our
respondents reported freely available items in their repositories.
In most cases, freely available material mirrors compliance with the
Governement mandate on PhD theses.

Conclusions and Perspectives

(HUNOR) project.

researchers, institutions, publishers, and sponsors who are willing to cooperate.

The conclusions of our survey are far from cheerful. Most of the answers reflect misunderstanding of the concepts and lack of knowledge in Open Access. The high percentage of freely available items in
Sopron, for example, might refer to the number of metadata-only records. We like to think that the low participation rate in the survey does not indicate lack of interest but rather lack of information.
Great care should be taken when building a viable OA strategy in Hungary. The aims are clear: build an infrastructure and fill it with content. This idea is the motto of the Hungarian Open Repositories

Publishers must be involved. Further and more detailed surveys on electronic journal accessibility are necessary to help create a platform for smaller publishers in order to provide access to their electronic
products. To achieve this, we have to plan and perform a massive advocacy campaign on all stakeholder levels. The campaign will only be effective if we find partners and we manage to involve colleagues,




