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|. The objectives of the dissertation

Research on pluralia tantum has been a very impoatad ex-
citing domain in Indo-European linguistics for andptime. How-
ever, the phenomenon is still a stepchild of Fikigric linguistics.

Our language family includes languages a) in wiptlralia
tantum do not occur at all (e.g. Votyak and Cheggnin) that have
certain fixed plural forms, but such that are vepgcific (as Hun-
garian); c) that use “regular” pluralia tantum @ikinnish, Estonian
and Mordvin). Only few of the Finno-Ugric languadgesve been
studied from this aspect: one or two papers haen pblished
about pluralia tantum in the Hungarian, Estonian &mordvin
languages, while only the Finnish language has mp@pds on its
pluralia tantum, owing to the work of Rune Ingo.

The pluralia tantum of the Northern Sami langubgee only
been discussed in some shorter paragraphs of pigeriinguistic
works. These writings simply refer to the fact tredarding gram-
matical number usage and agreement, these nouldnaygs used
in and with the plural. However, the term “pluradstum” is not
even mentioned.

The aim of my dissertation is 1) to provide a syreé pluralia
tantum in the Northern Sami langudg®) to study them in detail,
3) to arrange them into a dictionary and 4) to eayste the find-
ings so far gained about them. | have made effortseate a paper
which fills a gap in the field of Finno-Ugric lingatics and in-

! The Sami language cannot be considered a singiéedi language. The
issue of Sami languages (dialects) is one thatiligividing the experts of
the topic. Although the Sami people consider théveseas a single ethnic
group, the languages (dialects) they speak in the different countries
they live in (Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russi&) so much dissimilar
that their speakers cannot comprehend one anoiles. is why “Sami
languages” is a better term from a linguistic paiftview, and therefore,
the present paper applies this more and more amtepiproach.



cludes a systematic inventory of data in additionhie theoretical
discussion of the topic.

[1. The structure of the dissertation and the methods applied

The dissertation is divided into eight chaptersteAthe intro-
duction, the second chapter discusses the reséastdry of the
topic: Indo-European languages treated first, Fbgoc lan-
guages next.

The first and most important step of every kindregearch is
the precise delimitation and definition of the ®dbj This is es-
pecially true to this dissertation. My positiontisat the term cur-
rently in use(plurale tantum)is insufficient. This position is sup-
ported with facts in the third chapter, then a pmsssubstitute
term is proposed instegglurative), and a revision of the term'’s
current definition is suggested. The same chapsar mentions
possible ways of treatment of pluralia tantum andbfems
emerging in connection with deficient number paga® in the
course of certain linguistic researches.

This is followed by the chapter titled “Languagessific num-
ber usage in the Finno-Ugric languages” (ChaptewHich de-
scribes the language-specific rules of singular lmem: plural
number usage through Finnish, Mordvin, Hungarian &ami
examples.

The fifth chapter intends to draw attention onfé that plura-
lia tantum form syntactically well-separable grantce cate-
gories, since they show significant differencesamparison to the
plural number, cf.vihtta [NomSg] beatnaga[Gen/AccSq] ’‘five
dogs’;vidat [NomPI] heajat{fNomPlI] "five weddings’.

This study of pluratives follows the methodology edrlier
works: the 1036 Northern Sami pluratives collecéed analyzed
with morphosemantic and semantic methods. The estualie con-
ducted in a contrastive framework, with attentiontbe symmet-



ricity of the paper’s structure. In each of theesadndo-European
data is treated first, Finno-Ugric (Finnish, Estoni Mordvin and
Hungarian) data next and Northern Sami data last.

The sixth chapter provides the morphosemantic stddsinno-
Ugric languages. The current studies can be comsides the con-
tinuation of Rune Ingo’s work in the topic, conagating on com-
pulsory and optional plural forms, and the problemaspects of
the expression of the part-whole relationship. $hei system of
plurals is complemented with the so-called corretapluratives,
the analysis of which appears in Chapter 7.

As pluralia tantum form well-defined semantic figldhe larger
part of their study involved their semantic classifion. | also con-
sidered it necessary to compare the semantic stofligluralia tan-
tum in the Indo-European and the Finno-Ugric lamgsa This
comparative study is contained by Chapter 8. Aftes description
of possible classification methods, as a resultaofontrastive
analysis, it was easily definable which semantaugs are “proto-
typical” and which are language-specific.

The appendix of the dissertation contains the aletiy of
Northern Sami pluratives. Its novelty lies in tlaetfthat, according
to my present knowledge, no other language has ltctionary of
pluralia tantum as yet. For this, | processed ladl tata of the
Northern Sami dictionaries presently available foe (Nielsen
1932-1962; Lagercrantz 1939; Sammallahti 1989, 18@8en et
al. 1995; Sammallahti—Nickel 2006).he 1036 pluratives thus col-
lected have been classified according to structiyge and and
meaning. The cross-references appearing at theofetite entries
provide opportunity to study words with similarwstture.

2 It is important to emphasise that this paper did aim to study real
language usage, only dictionary material. The dafkected in this study
cannot be the basis of overall conclusions conogriiie real usage and
frequency of the phenomenon observed.



[11. Findings of the study

1. Theterm plurative

The currently accepted linguistic term plurale tammthas been
criticized in very early monographs already (cfaém 1930). The
Latin plurale tantum ‘plural only’ expression isotagid, covering
only a small set of words, even though the phenemepplies to
much larger number of expressions. Since the wgpé tunder
study can have a complete number declension panaigertain
cases, the exclusiveness represented by ‘tantumihdsrrect.
Taking this as a starting point, | considered itessary to find a
new term for the given phenomenon. This decisianydver, was
not at all arbitrary: the substitute is a term adhe used in the re-
lated Finnish and Sami literature (Piluratiivi, S. pluratiiva). For
the sake of transparency, the new t@torativeis only used in the
Sami section of the dissertation, while pluraledamis kept in the
course of the literature review.

Instead of the “one-sentence” definitions of thdd+European
and Finno-Ugric linguistic works, | find it necesgao give a more
detailed and exact definition of the phenomenoniclvlis as fol-
lows: In my interpretation, thplurative is a linguistic pheno-
menon through which a singular or collective meanin
is, or may be represented in a plural form.

In a wider sense, | consider any worplarativeif it:

- does not have singular declension;

- has singular declension, but the singular andaplerms are
different in meaning to a lesser or greater extent;

- has singular declension, and the singular andapfarms do
not seem to differ in meaning.



2. The syntactic structure of the Northern Sami pluratives

One of the critiques often emerging in connectioith vplu-
ratives is that they cannot be separated sharpiy fregular plu-
rals; therefore it is pointless to classify thertoia separate gram-
matical category. However, syntactic studies hdnevs the false-
ness of this statement. It is clear from the stdienducted in
Finno-Ugric languages that pluratives behave dfidly in syn-
tactic structures compared to regular plurals. Arthern Sami
quantifier construction differs in the following wan the case of
the two categories:

'More than one thing’ Plurative
Mu vihtta[NomSg]beatnaga Vidat [NomPI] heajatiNomPI]
[Gen/AccSg]lea boaris. ledje somat.
"The five dogs of mine are  'The five weddings were nice.’
sick.’ [= *fives weddings]

3. Theresults of the mor phosemantic studies

For the classification of Sami pluratives, the présnorphose-
mantic studies took the system worked out by Rage bs a basis,
but with some modifications (absolute plurativesstial pluratives,
optional pluratives, potential pluratives, corrglatpluratives).

The termabsolute plurativeefers to a plural form that does not
have singular declension. Words like this congtittiie class of
pluralia tantum in the classic sense. EBijpnpglasat ~ -klasat ~ -
lasat ~ -lasetsunglasses’beas'sdZatEaster’; heajat 'wedding’;
juovllat 'Christmas’;vuoigyaSat’brain’.

The group opartial plurativescontains lexemes that have both
plural and singular declension paradigms, but dueap and sin-
gular forms are somewhat different in meaning.hka tase of this
type of words, no unambiguous information is avd@aabout



grammatical number. That is, the wqod'ri means 'wheel’, while
jor'rit may mean 'wheels’, 'a vehicle’, or ‘'more vehicleBurther
examples:bahppa’priest, minister’ >bahpat ‘clergy’; glassa ~
klassa ~ lassa ~ lassglass’ >glasat ~ klasat ~ lasat ~ las&flas-

ses’;batreruovdi 'nail-claw’ > batreruovddit’braces’.

Potential plurativesare nouns that have both singular and plural
forms, but the latter is a collective noun, theividial parts of
which are not referred to, i.e. the parts are nawiedthe singular/
plural forms of the same wordgama’shoe’ ~gapmagatshoes’, 'a
pair of shoes’, ‘'more pairs of shoes’, 'a lot obek’.

Nouns belonging to the classaftional plurativeshave a com-
plete declension paradigm, and the singular angiplorms do not
differ in meaning whatsoever; speakers can frebbose between
the forms:alin > alimat’hip, waist’; bilda > bilddat 'tscaffolding’.

Correlative plurativesare specific to the Sami language, having
been created with th& correlative suffix meaning 'group of people’:
guoibmi 'friend’ > gaimes ’fellows, comrades, companions’ >
guimmeZatfellows, comrades, companiongvvi friend’ > laves-
'friends, companions’ ¥avezatfriends, companions’.

The existence of these groups shows that the ppeaheory
used in cognitive linguistics is applicable for theecification of
pluratives as well, given that the notion of thdJRATIVE is also
organized around prototypes. The prototype (i.e.riost typical
member of the group) in our case is the group ke plu-
ratives (words that are factonly used in the plural), and the “less
central” members (partial, optional and potentikirgtives) gra-
dually move away from this prototype. The prototype. the ab-
solute plurative) stands at one end-point of treesthus created,
while the other end-point is the class of wordshwat complete
declension paradigm.



4, Theresults of the semantic studies

The most preferred method applied in the studylafapives in
the international literature is the semantic appinoaince the cate-
gories thus created are well-defined. | establisb@gossible se-
mantic classes among Northern Sami pluratives. & hes the fol-
lowing:

1. people: ahcezat’father and son, father and daughtexita-
olbmot ‘aristocracy’; béalvvéat ’staff; beroSteaddjit ’public,
audience’;gierrasa’cat 'the lovers, loving couple’yvieljazagat ~
vieljaZzat’brothers (with each other)’;

2. animals: biebmlottit 'poultry’; botkkahasatinsects (Insec-
ta)’; buovjagat Monodontidae family’;oamit’cattle’; soajala‘cat
'poultry’; Slieddaeal'lit'molluscs’;

3. plants. ajerdssSattut 'Papaveraceae (plant) familyfudet
gilvagat 'seed potato’; dalvfuaddarat 'winter fodder’; gortnit
‘cereals’; juopnpSattut 'Polygonaceae (plant) family’spiinrelas-
taSattut' Chenopodiaceae (plant) family’;

4. other organisms. baktearat ~ balérat 'bacteria (Bacteria)’;
eallagat’organism’;organat’organism’;

5. parts of the body, organs. sohkabealealanat 'genitals’;
sohkaravssat'genitals’; vuoiggamat ’brain’; vuosat 'placenta’;
vuovttat'hair’;

6. holidays, events, programs. avwmallasat’feast’; beas'sa-
Zat 'Easter’; cuoigamat’skiing competition’; hellodagat’Pente-
cost’; juovllat 'Christmas’; heajat’'wedding’; measttirvudagilvvo
hallamat’championship’;ristejaccat 'christening’; soagyut ‘'enga-
gement’;

7. activities: beaiwnahkarat’having a nap’¢ierrat ‘crying’ il-
lucuorvasat’exultation’; girkobiellut 'chiming’; olggut 'work in
the fields’;

8. bodily processes, diseases: boalddahagat’pain’; c¢ah-
ceguolggat’trachoma <eye diseasex’ahceruoppit ’chicken-pox’;



durvat 'scabies, psoriasisjorggéldatjagit’'climax’; marpdavddat
'menstruation’;

9. circumstances, relationships: assandilalasvudat 'housing
conditions’; bargedilit 'working conditions’; bearaSgaskavutat
'family relations’; dalkedilit 'weather conditions’gavpoaktavue
dat'business relationsyistedilalasSvuaiat 'housing conditions’;

10. states, conditions: daiddut’skill’; davgguttiredness’;gar-
remat 'drunkenness’;luondduattaldagattalent’; mearridannave
cat’resolution, commitment’yuoiypanavccattalent’;

11. behaviour, customs, traditions: albmotvierut 'folklore’;
arbevierut 'tradition’; beava@vierut 'eating habits’;boradanvierut
'table manners’dilalasvuaiat 'behaviour’;

12. organizations, ingtitutions: aviissat'the press’;as8askuht-
tineisevaldditpublic prosecutor’s offices’bargomarkanatwork-
force market’;gearregat 'district court’; mearrafamut’'the navy,
naval forces’;stahtaruovdgeainnut’state railways’;vearpfamut
'‘armed forces’;

13. orders, regulations, measures. bargpsuodp mearradusat
'workers’protection legislation’; lahkamearradusat 'decree’;
tuol'lomearradusat 'customs regulations’;vuaidovuoigatvu@dat
'basic human rights’;

14. words related to communication: bustavat 'writing’;
dearvvahansaniivords of welcome’;iditoddasat’morning news’;
lihkusavaldagatcongratulations’ruhkosatprayer’;

15. knowledge, studies: dvnnaslohkamdprofessional studies’;
fagadieut 'professional knowledge’pvdadieiut 'rudiments’; ov-
dadutkkalmasaexamination’;vuaidodiedut 'fundamentals’;

16. buildings, rooms: badpoasat’superstructure’duolvacah-
cekandlat’drainage system’stohkat'dockyard’; valgalanjat’pol-
ling booth’;

17. clothing: albmotbiktasatfolk costume’;bassalusatlaund-
ry’; buksadoalanatbraces’; laSmmohallanbuvssagym shorts’;
suohkkbuvssattights’;



18. objects. basttat'pincers’; brillat ~ rillat 'glasses’;buokian-
biergasat’diving equipment’; giehtaruovddit’shackles’; heastta-
biergasat’harness’;lahkkit ‘chain’; njalbmeruovddit 'bit, snaffle’;
skierat’scissors’;tril'lab orat 'wheelbarrow’;

19. materials, food, commodities. gafet ~ kafetcoffee’; gar-
venat ~ karvenattaraway’; kokossmahkutkokuszreszelék shred
ded coconut’;lastarievnnat ~ -rievnnitcornflakes’; makagnat
'macaroni’; nahklegalvvut 'leather goods’; parerenjafut 'bread-
crumbs’;sohkkaratsugar’; teadjagahkutteacakes, biscuits’;

20. leftovers, by-products, trash: botnit’coffee grounds’jam-
borat junk, odds and endsluonit 'waste’; muhkkit’dung, manu-
re’; ruskaruovdditscrap-iron’; sahdjaf'futsawdust’;

21. financial matters. assangoluthousing expensestivvun-
golut 'cost of repairs and maintenancéhvobahpérat ~ -bahpirat
'securities, bonds’pargedienasdig@ut 'tax return’; lotnasat’ran-
som’; seasdrudat 'savings’;

22. physical phenomena: alfasuotnjarat’alpha rays’; &hpit
'‘power’; gaskabarutmedium wave’;rontgensuotnjaratX-rays’;
io-béarut’ultra-short wave’yvuoimmit'energy’;

23. words related to nature: bahkat’heatwave’; baktesul'lot
‘archipelago’; buollaSat 'long, hard frost’; buoradaggat’a long
spell of good weatherguovssahasdpolar lights’; idjagalut 'cold
nights (late int he summetgjut 'hayfield’;

24. words related to time: &iggit 'long time’; guoktlohjagit
'the twenties’;mihcamaratthe summer solstice’;

25. proper names. Alppat’the Alps’; Amerihk& Ovttastahtton
stahtat’United States of America’Varggéat Vardg; Davggét’'the
Great Bear <constellation>Géllabartnit'Orion < constellation>’;
Gievdreguoddit 'Pleiades <constellation>";Roavggut 'Pleiades
<constellation>";Ruos'sanasttitSwan <constellation>’;

26.other: balddalagiegat 'adjacent angle’;dovddut 'mood,
spirit’; ruhtaoazzumatoutstanding debt’;ruos'salasséanitcross
word’; veahkkvarit 'resources’.



From the classes thus established, it is obserthblethe se-
mantic classes of the Northern Sami plurativesespond to those
of the Indo-European and other Finno-Ugric langsagenerally
speaking. As in most of the languages that haveaphes, ex-
pressions for objects (141), people (79), holidayd events (77)
are very important in Northern Sami as well. Thesmantic clas-
ses are prototypical in the sense that they abe tound in each of
the languages that have pluratives. The “wordgeéléo nature”
category also contains a slightly larger numbewofds than the
rest of the groups. This may be explained by tlwe faat Sami
people live their lives close to nature.

5. Thedictionary

The dictionary contains the pluratives of six peohtNorthern
Sami dictionaries in a systemized way. The dictimsaare the fol-
lowing:

5.1. The structure of theentries

The entries are made up of three parts: the datanalysis and
references.

a) Data. The entry begins with the headword, which is fokalv
by its meaning. The sources are given next. Thevieas appear
in alphabetical order, according to the Sami alghain boldface.
They are spelt in compliance with the rules acakjel978, ex-
cept if the given word do not appear in more rea#otionaries
anymore, e.gawk"a"k Sandholmen (island) fc 295.) In the
present study, | presume that every compound vgamthde up of two
elements; the main constituents are divided withsagn, and their
further elements with | signs, emailmmijmeasttirvuda]|gilvvo-
hallamat ‘world championship{SN463).

The meanings are always given in two languagest Fire
meaning appearing in the newest place of occurrencgiven



(which is usually the German or the Finnish onkgntthe Hun-
garian meaning comes divided with a | sign.

The abbreviations of the sources of the data (se&dd 1) are
given after the items, in brackets, together whih page numbers.
When the dictionaries provide different informatalmout the num-
ber usage of the given item, this fact is duly eaded: ,usu. pl.”,
»S0. only”, ,sg. also”, e.gbdlljat 'lining of wooden collar | hamiga
bélése’(usu. pl. NELS I/125; only sg. 8mm131;only sg.KAv 46;
only sg.SN56).

b) Analysis. The second part of the entry contains the strulctura
analysis of the headword. According to this, plives are simple
root-words, derivatives or compound words, withrglumarkers on
them. In the case of compound words, the constisuand their
meanings are given in the dictionary; the boundzetween the
constituents is marked by a + sign:

meéhtor|sihkkelat ~ syhkkelatMotorrad | motorbicikli’(SN486)
e Compound wordmghtor 'Motor | motor’ + sihkkelat ~
syhkkelatFahrrad | bicikli’ (< sihkkel~ -syhkkelRad | ke-
rek’).

If the word studied has a singular form as wellc¢ading to
either of the sources), this form is given in aasafe heading, to-
gether with its meaning:

e Sg form:nohtorsihkkel ~ -syhkké&Motorrad | motorbicikl'.

The language of origin (Finnish, Norwegian and Ssledof
the pattern adopted is quite evident in certairsaBart of the Sa-
mi pluratives have been created with loan trarstafusually as a
result of Sammallahti’'s neologistic work), or aasé the approach
applied in them is identical.

assan|dildlasvudat 'Wohnverhaltnisse | lakaskorilmények’
e Loan translation, cf. fiasunto|olofpl] 'lak&sviszonyok’



After the structural analysis of the headword, tyyge of the
plurative is given (cf. morphosemantic classesg [Hst element of
the analytic part is the semantic classificatioh gemantic clas-
ses).

c) References. At the end of every entry, ar sign leads up
further expressions structurally similar to the dweard.

Thus, the structure of a complete entry looks Hevis:

gumppe|ruovvditWolfsfalle | farkascsapdéSamm 1 197:K Av 229;
SN331)
e Compound wordgumpe’Wolf | farkas’ + ruovddit 'Hand-
schellen, Fangeisen | bilind% ruovdi ’Eisen | vas’).
e Absolute plurative.
e Semantic class: objects.
— bétre|ruovddit, ceavraruovddit, giehtaruovddit
gumpperuovvdjtradasruovddit riebanruovddit, ruovddit
ruskaruovddit, seaktuovddit,skieltoruovddit

V. Summary

In conclusion, it can be established that bothgbhantity and
the behaviour of the pluratives in the Northern Bdnguage
justify the retention of the category of plurativ€n the basis of
their study, | concluded that in Northern Sami,idtnot only
analogy that creates new pluratives, but pluratales enrich Sami
vocabulary as productive elements of the powerfeblogistic
tendencies observable in the language at present.
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