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1. The subject and aim of the dissertation

The research of the previously neglected bourgeaisgeoisie-
emburgeoisement got bigger impulse after the deaticcr
transformation of Hungary. Beside History and Shgy, the
emburgeoisement of peasantry attracted the inteféshnography too.
In spite of it the bourgeoisie is still at the berthe of the range of
interests of Ethnography and its importance fronmegraphical point
of view can be defined by its model role. The bewig way of life
determined by the bourgeois mentality as a model &Hect on
peasantry pointing out the direction of peasant wegenisement. In
order to understand this process on the wholearelsig peasantry on
its own is not enough; first we have to study tfestyle and mentality
of the role model bourgeoisie as profoundly as are ¢

The Ladics inheritance in Gyula offers us an ouiditag
opportunity of this kind of research. This uniqueel @omplex legacy of
a rural, intellectual class family includes the icats house, home of
the family for more than a century with its entiveniture, the personal
belongings of the family members and the archiiekree generation.
The main aim of this research is to uncover thé&cttcharacteristics of
the bourgeois lifestyle and mentality through tixareple of a rural,
middle class family at the turn of the century bginfy the processing
of the family correspondence but also using differaritten and
material records as well.

In the focus of the research stood an intensiveystdi a shorter
period, the second half of Dualism between 18809&4 which was
extended by the study of a longer period betweds® 18 1950 mainly
by the history of the Ladics family giving the bgotund of the results
uncovered by the intensive study of the first perio

2. The resources, method and structure of the disgation

At our research, based on an interdisciplinary pofrview, we
tried to alloy the micro history and historical lrdpology’s
methodology and view with the accumulated obsewwatiof
ethnography about peasant lifestyle and culturethadinking results
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of cultural history. Changing the focus of the ssl — using a micro
anthropological focus — and putting a country beorg family in the

middle of it, and extending the circle of reseatapics to all elements
of everyday life by applying the holistic approaafhanthropology and
ethnography we aimed to uncover a specially reachshaded picture
of bourgeois lifestyle and mentality from the peraf Dualism.

The qualitative analysis with striving after an erapproach and
the aims of the research required a special dateepsing, based on
emphasising of the unique characteristic of documelts primary
sources could be the personal documents of theitahee, especially
the reach correspondence of the Ladics family. Dhases of the
analysis were about 2000 letters of the correspwelérom which —
using the methodology of qualitative social researtaking empiric
material as a starting point, applying the grounttexbry — we looked
for the answers of our questions: what were thenrolaaracteristics of a
rural bourgeois family’s lifestyle between 1880 1814 and what
elements of bourgeois mentality can be discoveedihi them.

The complex area of lifestyle, interpreting as tepresentation
of mentality, for practical reason was divided ib®e analytic category
(everyday life, festive life, social life and lers) completing with a
fourth one, the family history which basically deténed the structure
of the dissertation. After the introduction a fidtapter is about the
history of the Ladics family than come the tree pthes about the
bourgeois lifestyle of the family at the turn oéthentury, one of them
dealing with the everyday life, another one witltiablife and leisure
while the third with the festive life. The last ¢tar of the dissertation
summarises the main characteristics of bourgeorgatigy at the end of
the 19" century based on the example of the Ladics family.

3. The new results of the research

l. The lessons of the family history.

The interpretation of Ladics family’s become poksiby two
classic historical model the “self-made man” and tBoddenbrook-
effect” The “founder” Gyorgy Ladics established thsing of the
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family. As a first generation intellectual, comifigm a plain tradesman
family, he rose among the most prestigious citizeh8ékés county,
supported only by his own strength and diligenke & real self-made
man. Behind his successful course of life can Iseadiered the co-
efficion of outer and inner factors. Amongst oufactors the most
important seems to be the wider opportunities afiadomobility in
bourgeois Hungary while the inner factors can hadbin the personal
characteristic of Gyodrgy Ladics: talent, diligengagrsistence, the
honour of work, economic and temperate way of lEssentially, his
bourgeois view of life and mentality, based on Wk ethos, which
had close link to Weber’s protestant ethic.

The history of the family’'s next generations matche the
Boddenbrook-effect. The second and the third geioesa of the
inheritors were not able to repeat the founderlsiaement. Gyorgy
Ladics’s children had their carrier mainly thanktheir father's social
position, saving the family wealth and prestige botlld not grow it
further. In the time of the grandchildren the famsame to a descent
pathway, becoming less and less important anddigirquiet life until
the communist takeover in Hungary.

ll. The characteristic of bourgeois way of life bdon the example of
Ladics family

1. Man role in a bourgeois familyn Gyoérgy Ladics’ life the
central position of money-making connected to eaouilding with the
experience of rising from the low together led e thonour of hard
work. Good example of this view of life the seriouerk-burden that
the lawyer practise, the all sort of public appaaes and the personally
run estate gave to him. By this lifestyle basicdlly adjusted to the
typical role written by the man centred societyhisf age. According to
it man’s primary duty was to create a solid finahd&iackground to his
family, earn enough for a proper middle class biehis daily work.
This role also gave man the right of earning asgpaking money which
naturally appeared in decision making situationsl a@tso in the
hierarchy of the family.
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2. Woman role in a bourgeois familgased on the traditional
view of woman in the man centred society of Dualiti® woman role
typically was limited inside the home areas in neddlass families.
The trinity of good housewife, mother and wife seemto be
unquestionable during most of the period. Althoagtthe turn of the
century the traditionally created picture of womslowly started to
change it didn’t seem to have any effect on theewiand daughters of
the Ladics family, their life remained amongst treglitional limits. The
first duty of the woman of the house was the mameye of the
household. The most important part of this was dh@ngement of
catering of the family in a shorter period by pdiug the everyday
food, and in a longer one by stockpiling all thecessary things.
Another important duty was the maintenance whichlugked the
qguestion of cleanness as well. Besides organisidy directing the
household the question of the staff was under hitese control too.
In addition to housewife role raising the childras,a good mother, was
another important part of middle class woman’s, lifest as the
representation connected to the bourgeois sofaal li

3. Children in a bourgeois familyn the 18" century children
won a central position in the middle class famittesnected to the way
of looking at them as tokens of the family’s futute the Ladics family
it appeared in the careful uprising of childrennfréhe early ages and
also in good education. In the boy’s case to reachigh qualification
as it possible, learning languages, aiming intaligc carriers like
lawyer, doctor, engineer etc. were to keep andhgthen the social
status of the family. In the girls case the caredducation by the
nunnery and private teachers aimed to prepareréolitional woman
roles by which they also could strengthen the fgsiposition with a
good marriage.

4. The surrounding as the scene of bourgeois ¥ifesiThe
frame of the Ladics family’s way of life was detened by the
narrower and wider surroundings they lived theiergday life. In a
wider sense it was Gyula, a developing although pastly urbanised
rural county town. Besides the built surroundingegi by the town, the
social surrounding, included a higher level of thieldle class compare
to other towns of the county, was even more impoftam the point of
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view of the Ladics family’s everyday life. In a nawer sense the
surrounding was the home of the family which repntésd all the
typical characteristics of bourgeois houses oflgtte 19" century. In
the seven roomed family home the areas of privet social life
unambiguously separated from each other. Due toiridependent
intellectual profession of the head of the famitythe Ladics house
there always had been a study where Gyorgy andd ésaics could
work also could welcome their guests and friendssi@es other typical
premises were the representative salon which coethdbe house to
the outside world, the dining room, place for htadfy and family
gatherings, and the bedrooms representing the tpriseeas of the
family. A bathroom also was in the house from thiedie of 1870s.
The furniture of each room represented the mosbitapt styles of the
19" century. The Ladics family's home is a good exampf the
bourgeois houses’ double characteristic: familyaaind representation.

5. Social life, free time and leisure in a bourgefamily. The
characteristic social life linked whit bourgeoisfesityle well
documented was a part of the Ladics’ every day fastive life. The
clubs gave the established frame of the social lifeGyula the most
respected were the Gentleman Club, founded in 1&d the
Bourgeois Club, founded in 1861. Both Gyodrgy Ladassl his son
Laszlé were presidents of the Gentleman Club fonyngears which
clearly shows the social respect of the Ladics lanm Gyula at the
turn of the century. Clubs were basically the tnstons of men society,
offering them the opportunity to read newspapdesjipg cards, having
conversations although the dances arranged by ltibs evould have
been unimaginable without the ladies. Otherwise liadls of the
carnival and autumn season or New Year's Eve wée rhost
important events of the social life. Concerts ardyp were also
especially popular amongst middle class familieesr woman the
different kind of charity clubs meant the estaldigtirame of social life,
most well known the Gyula Woman Club, founded irv@8in which
both Mrs Gyorgy and Laszl6 Ladics were active mamsbe

The most important occasions of everyday sociaMiére visits,
which usually meant just short calls. Besides théme mutual
invitations for lunch and dinner, or the youth’snim dances were also
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important events of the bourgeois social life. Vifadkwas a popular
way of spending free time also a type of socialnéyest as the spring
time trips and picnics or the summer time visitdhedf spas. Sport as a
free time activity also became more important i ttiddle class at the
end of the 19 century. There were wild ranges of individual wafs
spending free time too like the more and more papréading or the
different kinds of hobbies for example drawing, nimig, collecting
postcards or stamps etc. just as needlework, atid of the most
popular woman activities.

7. High days in a bourgeois familyalking about the festive life
of the Ladics family the base is the connectiorCtmristian culture.
Based on the correspondence Christmas was onr#tepface in the
festive life of the family. The another two Chrastihigh days also quite
often appeared in the letters just as New Year'g & carnival time
witch whit its balls was especially popular amonst youth. From the
family festivals name days and birthdays were nometl the most
often.

The most important characteristic of the feasts thiag family
nature. The Ladics correspondence unambiguouslyshbat feast
were important occasions of cultivating relatiopsimside the closer
family just as between the family and the relativdsst of the feast’s
inevitable event was the family meal to which omeooccasion special
food connected like the turkey at Christmas, then lz Easter or the
milk loaf at all the tree big Christian high day$e reach and various
festival meals besides rising the festive atmosphere also a type of
representation. The increased festive consumpaonbe interpreted as
the appearance of representation. In this casé@ittdmean just the
meals but the custom of giving presents at marthehigh days like at
Christmas, Easter, Saint Nicolas day, name dathday, wedding and
so on. Festive dressing or decoration of the homeddcalso be an
example of representation. In the Ladics inhergane can find data
for the individual feast too: the uprising of buitys or the wedding
anniversaries can be mentioned as examples. Ihtggsenough the
national holidays, born at that age, had not beemtioned in the
family correspondence.
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lll. The main features of bourgeois mentality bg #&xample of Ladics
family.

1. The work ethosin the centre of the mentality represented by
Gyorgy Ladics were carrier building, money-makingdaposition
acquiring which aimed to insure a solid financialckground of the
family. The head of the Ladics family, in his let®ften characterising
himself as the man of work, considered the hondwvark as a central
value of his life. Hard work was a key factor irs walk of life, besides
his marriage, by which he was able to reach hislttveend social
position.

2. Economy. The work ethos unambiguously connected to
economy, carefulness, sober and organised lifestylehe Ladics
mentality. In the correspondence many example shibwas kind of
economic point of view, demanded by the head offémeily, in the
Ladics’ daily life from the questions of househdtdough dressing till
the children’s education. Especially about the esps considered as
luxury appeared strictly the economic view as aidbaslue of the
mentality.

3. The family as a valueBased on the Ladics legacy the
bourgeois mentality’'s most stressed mark, besidesk vethos and
economy, was the appearance of the family as aevdlhe wealth
reached by hard work was not for itself but for tamily, it aimed to
insure the prosperity of the family. The family avalue included the
idea of peaceful family life too which connected tloe view of
patriarchal family, whit the traditional man and man roles, which
was characteristic throughout the whole periodhatliadics family.

4. Learning as a valu&@he elements of scale of values presented
so far - the work ethos, economy, the central mrsivf family — most
sharply, in explicit form appears at the childrarsing and education in
the Ladics family. The boy’s education aiming astematurity exam,
rather a degree widened by private lessons, tiagedind knowledge of
languages were to keep and insure the social geesti the family
reached by Gyorgy Ladics. The “founder” Ladics’swiof life careful
education, as a personally experienced and workiogde! of successful
life got a central position.
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5. RepresentationThe characteristic of bourgeois mentality,
based on the Ladics inheritance can be shaded éyptint of
representation creating a kind of duality in mahtal While economic
and sober lifestyle is a basic value in the famtlylways appears in a
higher level. Most conspicuously it appeared at theea of
consumption: the essence of this dual point of weag not to neglect
the consumer goods but to reach them as cheagsableo

Economy was not above everything, the limit was gbeially
expected lifestyle connected to the social positbrihe family. The
aim was a careful and sober life matches with theas$ status of the
family. The puritan values appeared mainly in thergday life while
the social and the festive life of the family hadteong representation.
As an example we can mention the hospitality ofstgielunches,
dinners and invitations, or the elements of culte@sumption, like
buying books or visiting concerts and plays or thete expensive
travelling to spas.

V. Conclusions

The research of the Ladics inheritance gave therbppty to
get to know the everyday and festive life of a kln@urgeois family and
the bourgeois mentality behind it. Summing up we say that the
bourgeois lifestyle and mentality represented by tladics family
matches with, and strengthen the theoretical p¢just partly based on
empiric research, previously drawn in special ditere. The Ladics
family’s patterns of lifestyle went by the bourgeoway of life
considered typical at the end of the end' t@ntury and its mentality
coincided with the values of Weber’s protestanicettompleted with
the status signing representation. The drownedungicts a snapshot
from the turn of the century. Both the everydag End mentality had
changed a great deal at the interwar period aret #ite communist
takeover in Hungary. The outgoing research of #gatcy gave the
opportunity to reveal that process too and by amady the changes
appearing behind the Ladics family’s history tocte@a more complete
understanding of Hungarian emburgeoisement.
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