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1. Background, scope and objectives of the thesis

The aim of the dissertation is the analysis ofitineer Maros valley in the Late Roman
and Hun periods based on the — available — wrédteharchaeological sources.

Since the goal of the research assumes a broadticehamework, | tried to define it
in the simplest possible way, according to the tjoles to which I'm looking for an answer.
One of the questions is: what kind of power-strtegican be identified in the micro-region of
the lower Maros valley? Another question is thaatind of transformations can be traced or
presumed in these possible power-structures? Aoyl the aim of the dissertation in a
narrower sense is to trace the power transitiortheiate Roman and Hun periods through
the historical and archaeological investigatiothaf micro-region defined by the lower Maros
valley.

The micro-regions historical and archaeologicataesh history isn’t focused to such
an approach from the point of view of possible poesteuctures, which is not surprising,
because this approach mainly came forefront onfga@ent researches.

However, it was still possible to analyse the regedistory of this topic along the
“intersection” of some thematic groups in the bttewre. These thematic groups presume the
settlement history of the micro-region, the typadadand chronological systematization of the
finds as well as the — mainly ethnical — interpiietaof this period’s population based on their
archaeological findings and written sources. Altggout wasn’'t unexpected, but the most
surprising revelation of the research historicahraination was the occasional ideological
oversaturation of these thematic groups discuss#inwthe frameworks of the cultural-
historical and historical-archaeological trenddha research. Recognizing this aspect of the
research history it prompted to a kind of reflectiand to reconfigure the previous, original
aims of the research. In the most plastic way fdasure of the research history is illustrated
by the map of the ethnically interpreted archaechigsites of the micro-region, where the
recent political-administrative national state slcan be drawn along these sites (30. abra),
which hardly reflects the realities of those times.

The ideological oversaturation of the historicat aarchaeological research of the

micro-region prevailed in a different political e@ronment on the Romanian and Hungarian
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sides of the border. While the Romanian reseamtih-the exception of a minor gap/interlude
— continued the previous traditions of the natimtaheory of the daco-romanian continuity
even in the period of the communism, the Hungarégmearch after World War 1l remained
between the lines marked by Andras Alfoldi, anelditio avoid any kind of narratives that could
be labelled with a nationalist connotation. Thiplains the fact that while even some works
of recent research from Romania, the ,free Daciamsf ,daco-romans” — who are in fact a
theoretical construct — were considered as a popualaith a — horizontal — group identity, the
history of the population named Sarmatians in th@em&n written sources — probably
considered to be irrelevant or having a minor mokle “birth” of the Hungarian nation — didn’t
even received a chapter in the book: “History ohbary” from 1984 as Istvanovits Eszter and
Kulcsér Valéria pointed it out. This is how one d¢dentify on the lower Maros valley of the
Late Roman and Hun periods Sarmatians — based hnmmition rite burials — and ,free
Dacians” or — according to the theory of the presdrRoman limes on the Maros line a
Romanised — ,daco-roman” population based on thlsuwf urn-cremation rite. Nowadays
this phenomenon occurs regardless of the histodcarchaeological research of the two
countries, although until the regime changes, thgearch of the era could mostly be
characterized by competing parallel historical a@ves. Not to mention that even if in our
days the Romanian, as well as the Hungarian rdsdées rejected the theory of the Roman
limes along the Maros river, some “side effectsthoé theory remained available. One of them
is the “tradition” of dating to the 3®centuries of some burial grounds and settlemehishw
are ethnically interpreted as Sarmatian. Althoufghstead of thinking in categories of closed
archaeological cultures and ethnic groups in the Roman and Hun periods, we are dealing
with an asynchronous change in a socio-culturatecdrof the elements of the burial rite and
of the archaeological material — which in fact egamts an approach from the point of view of
parallel continuities and discontinuities —, a vegmplex and exciting image of the power-

structures can be drawn.

2. Sources and methods used

From the point of view of the topic, the relevantistorical and archaeological —
sources according to their nature, offered diffecgportunities for the research. Hence, | tried
to evaluate them according to their own disciprsdecific methods, and to compare the given
results without the use of the “mixed argumentdtiohhe written sources — from a

geographical point of view — weren’t referring ditlg to the micro-region, so they presumed



a deductive, or a top to bottom approach, whileatwhaeological sources deriving directly
from the micro-region made it possible to analysert in an inductive, or in a bottom-up way.

In these circumstances the historical written sesitmade it possible to sketch up the
event historical context of the Late Roman and Henod in one hand. And in another hand
the theoretical innovations of th&ienna schodlbased on the concepts ofraditionskern”
and ‘Stammesbildung” formulated by Reinhardt Wenskus — had an elememtdeyin the
understanding of the barbarian societies hiddeimbethe perceptions of the Romans about
the barbarian world — differegens, naticor other ethnographical macro-groups.

The analysis of the history of research togetheh whe evaluation of the written
sources according to this approach, raised theilplitys and necessity as well of the
examination of the archaeological sources (burralgds and settlements) from a social
archaeological point of view. Here, without practgcthe “mixed argumentation” it seemed to
be necessary to fix some basic sociological anmi@itanthropological concepts in a theoretic
chapter useful to compare the results of the tWferdint sources.

Before the social archaeological evaluation, inse@ to be necessary as well to collect
a great sample of the available archaeologicalcesuin a database. This way, the database
assured the evaluation of the archaeological seuroen the point of view of the history of
research in one hand, and in another hand, it blas@a show if the archaeological sources are
feasible to analyse from a social archaeologicahtpof view. Based on the descriptive
statistics of a sample of 325 items, which represdifferent burial grounds and settlements
known from different kind of publications, | seaechanswers for the questions: from a
guantitative and qualitative point of view what d¢iaf archaeological informational base was
available to elaborate different narratives? Anthis archaeological informational base being
suitable for a social archaeological analysisZitheoretical chapter | evaluated the social
evolutional models known from cultural-anthropolpggspectively | tried to sketch up the
definitions and relation between the basic concégtggus, power, prestige, wealth) needed to
understand the organization of status based toaditisocieties.

The synchronization of the available chronologgyatems seemed to be very difficult,
some of them were conventional, and there coultrdmed several preconceptions as well
which led to the necessity to elaborate a separatea consistent chronological system for the
micro-region. This could be achieved by the saatnd correspondence analysis of 477
burials form the Roman and Hun period, which magessible to determine the chronological
boundaries of the Late Roman and Hun periods imrieeo-region of the lower Maros valley,

as well as to select the contemporaneous buriakpléhat could be evaluated together in a
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social archaeological analysis. The chronologidapter has a detailed methodological
description.

The social archaeological analysis of the buriaces represents the body of the
dissertation, where the burials were analysed dawprto the four dimensions — sex, age,
vertical and horizontal social differences — dewsin the organization of the status based
traditional societies. From a methodological poafitview, in the first step | made the
descriptive statistic of ritual elements and offindings recorded in the data base on different
levels of measure for each of the burial placeserAthat | tried to evaluate the correlation
between the sex, age, findings and ritual elemaintise burials with cross table analysis and
with correspondence analysis if it was possible. dada visualization and for spatial pattern
identification geo-informatical system was used.

The large-scale contextualization of the Late RomrahHun period societies from the
micro-region was carried out by the evaluationhaf $patial distribution and concentration of
the aurei and solidi from the Carpathian basinhwvdéescriptive statistical and geo-spatial
methods. | tried as well to give a detailed desicnipof the used method in the thematic chapter
of the dissertation.

3. New scientific results of the thesis

Due to the “space and time” oriented aspect offoheulated goals, it seemed to be
necessary to outline the geographical and hydriggapframework of the discussed micro-
region, as well as to sketch out the climatic fesdwof the period. Which seemed to be quite
obvious that the micro-region bounded by the lowatey of the Maros and the Szaraz-Er,
was in fact very heterogenous. It was further fragted into higher ridges and lower plains
along the river valley, and characterized by a v@gnplex water system interwoven with
swamps, meanders, periodic waters and other vEmes micro-region — of course — can't be
interpreted as a static system. It was charactkimethe Maros’s sediment accumulating
activity, its slow change of course, the cyclicghdmics of the periodic floods, and the faster
or slow-paced, long-termed changes in global cieraindition sometimes barely perceptible
by human generations. Regarding the direction efdburse of the Maros, it has only been
flowing in its current river bed for the last 1+busand years, which means that it is not known
so far that its secondary branches, the Arankaten&zaraz-Er to what extent were important
during the Roman and Hun periods. Although it isgdole that they were much more important

from the point of view of the period’s settlememtwork than we previously thought. Mainly,
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only in our days we received some more reliable déto relevant for the discussed micro-
region about the end of the Roman Climate OptimR@GQ®). It seems that starting from the

middle of the 3 century, there was a relatively fast cooling,daled by a period characterized

by wetter summers between 350 and 450 and a peiibaold winters lasting several hundred

years. Based on the former thoughts it still remaiguestion that on what extent did the cyclic
environmental dynamics and the end of the RCO emibed the settlement pattern, the
production, distribution system and the exchangsvork of the society/societies from the

micro-region of the Late Roman and Hun periods.

Based on the seriation and correspondence analfy€i37 burials from the micro-
region one could distinguish 6 different phasesvben the turn of the 1°2centuries and the
middle third of the § century. The Late Roman period and the Hun pertesponds to the
IVt vt and VI" phases, which in terms of absolute chronologybeaautlined as the periods
between the end of thé?Zentury — end of thecentury (IV), the period between the last
third of the &' century — the first two decades of tH& &entury (V), and the last period is
between first decades of th® Bentury — the middle or the 60’ of th& Bentury (VI). The
chronological boundaries of these periods outlibasked on the change in the archaeological
material are blurred, they are less sharp.

According to the nature of the analysis, which aiased at establishing the chronology
of a given micreregion, the results only permit a limited rangehddtorical conclusions. In
absolute chronological terms the "Sarmatian” caltinorizon seems to have appeared in the
Lower Mure Valley around the turn of thé42" centuries (beginning of Ist phase). This early
phase is mainly hallmarked by the burial placesmfrdlakélgasi jarandé 25 and
HodmezvéasarhelyFehértd. Referring to the historical context it webbe difficult to point
out a plausible historical event that could haiggered the introduction of this cultural horizon
in the Lower Mure Region, although it most likely took place gradyaluring and/or after
the RomarDacian wars and the organizing of the Province &aghich apparently coincided
in this region with the disappearance of thecatbed "golden horizon” represented by grave 7
from SanicolatMare.

Itis an interesting question if the brooch typ&.EL from the first phase could be traced
back to earlier late La Tene traditions, althoughdecoration of the handmade pots from Arad
B06, Békéssamson and Mako, furthermore the fruitl imm Arad BO6 suggests the survival
of late La Téne traditions in pottery productioriiRhase Il. The rest of the brooch set of the
micro-region reflects a significant relationship with fReman provinces until the llird Phase
(200/220-280/300) the nature of which is not clesy but as one can observe from this phase
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the "barbarian type” brooches became predominadtthey show remarkable connections
towards the Uppefisa region, that after the Marcomannic Wars pdg&iecame an important
political factor in the Carpathian Basin, althougiis aspect needs further analysis.
Romanmade products — like the box shaped brooch fromafdéva B grave 40 and the glass
beaker from Maké/6roskereszt Il — became scattered in th® Rhase (280/300-370/380),
the connection of the micneegion with the Upper Tisa region remains predomim&cording
to the brooch set, but according to the braceltdt avidisc shaped mobile part54, shows further
connections with the North Pontic region. Startwith the V" Phase (370/380—-410/420) the
finds from male burials became increasingly diveasel in some of these burials weapons also
gradually appeared, reflecting the importance efaarior stratum. The latter phenomenon
suggests a major social change possiblytriggeratidojntegration of the micreegion in the
Hun powerstructure. Unfortunately the end of phase VI carb@specified exactly, though
there are slight hints that it exceeds the middka® 5th century. Similarly, the exact relation
of phase VI with the socalled D2/D3 period known from the archaeologid&rature,
hallmarked by the large plate brooches with senggpal headplate, cannot be established.
Based on the written historical sources it seembetajuite obvious that after the
abandonment of province Dacia due to the poweggtes between the different genses
several transformations took place in the Barbani¢tom north of the lower Danube. These
power-struggles may have been quite frequent sygbriod which is shown by the fact that
the Carpi carried out attacks against the Romanifengm a regular basis. The barbarian
population of the Alféld region, must have beeroasfected by these power-struggles, and
the intensity of these conflicts is also shownthryfact that they have also carried out several
attacks against the Roman limes in Pannonia. Tbiéigaion of the Carpi was realized by the
colonization feceptig of their groups on the territories of the Romangdie. But in the case
of the Roman-Sarmatian wars from the period ofTtegarchy, the Roman government gave
bigger trust to their weapons and the conflictsemprobably followed by the birth of an
alliance. Although several groups of Sarmatiansaése mentioned to be colonized on roman
land. Due to the frequent power-struggles in thebBacum, and because of the Roman-
Sarmatian wars, the already fragmented like powectires of the Alfdld region became
considerably weakened. Beside the colonizationhef €arpi on Roman territories — the
probably already heterogeneous — groups of thei@agsibly have joined other genses as
well, the “Sarmatian” power-structures of the Atfélegion could have also been a plausible
choice for them. Based on the data from Mammertonescould presume the appearance of

groups of several other genses as well in the Alfégion. These tensions must have become
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constant even until 322 which is also illustratgdhe attack of Rausimodus in Campona. But
the Roman Empire’s interest was to maintain thenérsystem of alliances with the barbarian
power-structures in front of the limes. In a lgteriod, the written sources from the Excerpta
Valensiana and from Ammianus Marcellinus make exfee to the former events of the
Roman-Sarmatian-Gothic wars from 332. The strategige of the territories in front of the
provinces of Valeria and Pannonia Secunda is Hisirated by the fact that the Romans were
implicated in this war on the side of the Sarmagiawer-structures, which could be considered
as an unusual act. The main consequence of thapaign might be, that this way the Romans
were able to integrate the Goths in the before meed alliance system. Right after these
events the conflict between the Arcaragantes amgidgantes is mentioned by the written
sources, which conflict seems to be a very comigttask to reconstruct. One could presume,
that the power-structures from the Alféld regionrerét able to properly integrate the new
groups appeared after the power-struggles in thibaBi@aum. The regular conflicts from the
end of the '8 century and during the first third of th& dentury could reflect the appearance
of several barbarian groups in this region. Acaogdio Reinhard Wenskus the degree and
stability of domination within the power-structusean essential criterion to integrate newly
arrived groups, who should have been settled dawa fong period of time as well, which in
this case cannot be presumed. It seems to be Iplagsiassume that the conflicts between the
Arcaragantes and Limigantes are the results ofstoamations within the former power-
structures from the Alféld region. Due to the fragnted (decentralized?) character of the
former power-structures, they weren’t able to ehiextend their domination over the new
barbarian groups, who initially could have a submate status, or belonged to a subordinated
status group (Ammianus Marcellinus XVII.12), andstled to their disintegration. A part of
the Arcaragantes fled to the Victovali while otlgepups managed to find shelter in the Roman
Empire. Later, the Roman Empire tried to make diarale with the Limigantes, this way
maintaining the former status quo in front of timeds. In these circumstances Jordanes’ data
about the presence of the Vandals in the Marogsy#&lbm around 334 seems to be even more
confusing. However, if we take in considerationttha accordance with the historiographic
practice of his time, he already used a differatgrpretational model of the genses than the
previous auctors, then this not necessarily mela@sthnic presence of the Vandals in the
Maros valley. It seems to be much more plausibl the Vandals tried to extend their
domination over the groups living in this area {ohging to the former disintegrated power-
structures. This obviously was against the intere$tRome; who couldn’'t permit such a

concentration of power to develop in front of tiveds. It seems to be likely as well, that the
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Romans according to theedusfrom 322, put to an end to Visimar’'s ambitionshwite help

of the allied Goths, ruled by Geberich. By the efithe 3 century and the middle of th& 4
century due to the repeating power-struggles ofithe, the genses became very “malleable”,
power-structures disappeared and their groupsdmtiger genses, which they either succeeded
to integrate, or not depending on the stability, é&xtent and durability of their domination,
which again generated instability in the barbawanld (Arcaragantes—Limigantes). Of course,
it still remains a question that what happened withArcaragantes and with the Victovali in
such circumstances, when the latter cease to beaned in written sources after these events.
The sources remained silent about them. It canosilple that the Victovali were integrated
in the power-structure of the Vandals, and thepeddo exist as an independent entity. For a
long time, the data provided by Jordanes was aemait contradiction regarding the
colonization of the Vandals on Roman lands, whitaran auctors in the same time wrote
about the colonisation of the Sarmatians (Euse2@s6¢; Excerpta Valensiana VI1.32.1). The
common element is the fact of colonization of badragroups in the Roman Empire, and the
difference could be the result of the applicatidnaodifferent gens-model used in the
interpretation of the barbarian world. While thenamn auctors of the time were using an ethnic
gens-model to understand the communities of thiedban world, in the B century Jordanes
was using aconstitutional liké gens-model, where the political affiliation artindividual's
obedience to a given law was much more important.

Later, one of the goals of Constantius II's milta&ampaigns could have been the
restitution of the former alliance-system in frasftthe limes of Pannonia Secunda, where
instead of thé'dubiae fidei” he supported the well-tried Arcaragantes’ domoratin the
person of Zizais. Which seems to be obvious, thairtention of the roman foreign policy of
the periods of Constantinus and Constantius lltea&cure the territories in front of the limes
within the framework of an alliance-system, and tilicy couldn’t tolerate the concentration
of power in any of the barbarian gens, neitheritiséability of this system. This strategy of
Rome could define the barbarian genses until thieriaian era. This well consolidated
alliance-system in the front of the limes was weakkby the roman-barbarian wars right after
the assassination of Gabinius, and finally the gerere of the Huns in Europe — right after the
battle of Hadrianopol — who managed to successfaligninate it. The migration of a
population consisting of mixed Vandal, Alanic angeBic groups from the Carpathian-basin
at the beginning of the 400, could already mar& tbrmation of the power-centre of the
Hunnic Empire in the Alféld region. The relocatioh the Hun power-centre in the Alfold

region — probably near to the region of the loweards valley, between the territories of the
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previous power-structures — could meant such h legel of concentration of power in the
Carpathian basin, that it could integrated — ev¥gust for a short time — the former power-
structures, or at least their remnant groups , Whidisintegration (Nedao) could led to the
formation of some new power-structures, but thsetkeeping some elements characteristic
of the "nomadic staté

As far as the role of the lower Maros valley —-aasicro-region — in the Late Roman
and Hunnic periods is concerned, the related csiaris and observations — which are
sometimes formulated only at the level of hypothiegnostly rely on the results of the seriation
analysis and on the results of the social archgemb examination of burial places and
settlements. In another hand the conclusions @Bgoon the contextualization of these
societies within the framework of “power-areas’ttban be drawn based on the evaluation of
the concentration of roman gold coins in the Badoan of the Carpathian basin. While the
former analysis offered a micro level insight, tlagter provided a macro level view for
understanding of the power-structural relationghefperiod, within which role of the micro-
region could be evaluated. Although the social aectogical analysis of the burial places
represents the body of the dissertation, and keds all the other chapters in terms of extent,
the results are much more modest than primary éggechis is because of the different scale
in the informational value of the burials in oneniaand in the other hand the analysis was
rather suitable to reveal structures and procebks@sto reconstruct historical events.

Regarding the societies of the micro-region fromlthte Roman period, it appears that
they can be perceived as interconnected commurutasisting of nearly equal segments,
organized on the basis of kinship and descent,gighbat the clan level — or heterarchical
according to Nikolay Kradin. The scale of the stieg the inequal distribution of the prestige
and substantial goods, the energy expenditure,efisas the burial rite elements reflecting
vertical social differences in this case indicasesocial complexity presuming at least the
ranking of the social statuses according to a icestatus hierarchy. Although it can be surely
presumed that a higher level of social complexigmely a certain level of stratification, and
the hereditary nature of the social statuses alisteel. One can presume a small degree in the
concentration of power within these societies itesseems that the decentralization of power
was much more characteristic, it could only ramtgeed the level of the clans and to extend
to a much more complex tribal, or segmental leael] it seems that the legitimation of
dominance was probably assured by the descentrd¢hgrdrom a certain ancestor. The
characteristics of the findings from female burialdicates that certain females of adult age

occupied some prestigious statuses in the struofuteese societies, this was also reflected in
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symbols like Fi9.5 brooch type, mirrors, acestdtis of the dress, pendants, torqueses and little
boxes between the finds. The female burials fronkdAslikocsa-dil6 MMG 215 and 245,
Klarafalva-K6zséghdza KLKH G1 and Kiszombor B KZR14nd 209-es can be enumerated.
Though it requires further research, but it sedmsfor these societies organized on the basis
of clan or kinship, keeping contact with ancest@save reopening) was very important.
Probably because by descent they assured theeddegitimacy for ruling (domination), and
they could also ensure the rights of the commuityhe resources of the land in which they
were buried. Taking in account that the reopeninfgmale burials from the beginning of the
appearance of the Sarmatian cultural-horizon weguignt — male burials are very rare — this
fact may arise the possibility that these societiesld have been organized by matrilinear
descent, which assumption could be also supporgethd “rich” findings of these female
burials. Nevertheless, it is possible that, witle #xception of certain tasks representing
significant community interests and presupposimggeater degree of coordination — such as
warfare — the leadership could only be limited émious activities that served the survival of
the society — which can also be indicated by sti#uss associated with special statuses: for
example, sickle, strike-a-light, sword — and to tleelistribution of prestige goods. The
redistribution of the substantial goods probably wiot exceed the clan level, though the data
provided by settlements and burials is unclear floisiaspect. The competition of individuals,
clans and/or descendant lines seems to be a gemaralcteristic of these societies, which is
illustrated by the energy expenditure of the baribl the distribution of the prestige goods, as
well as by their imitations. This kind of small deg of concentration of power
(decentralization) — without taking account on tbgitimacy — in the micro-region is also
supported by the distribution and concentratiothefroman gold coins in the Carpathian Basin
(80. abra.). Based on this distribution, from the ef the & century the lower Maros valley
could be considered as a peripheral area betweeipthver-areas” from the Upper Tisza and
the Kords region. This peripheral role didn’t chamguch at the turn of the 34enturies, the
micro-region gained an “intermediate characterhvilie appearance of some new “power-
areas” in front of Viminacium and Sirmium. Anothminor change can be traced from the
middle of the & century, when one can presume a certain degressuficturation of these
former power-networks, but this structure in thevponetwork has entirely changed at the end
of the 4" century. It still remains a question, that whaickof — hierarchical (?) — relationship
can be assumed between the societies of the megior and the societies from
Hoédmedvasarhely-Aranyag, which are showing a higher degriesocial complexity and

remarkable connections towards the Upper Tiszanegi
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The presumed transformation in the structure ofpthwer-networks from the middle
of the 4" century cannot be traced within the contemporariaks of the micro-region. Though
it could be assumed that it has a correlation wihbcial transformation reflected in the gradual
increase in the number of the male graves. Theseformations could have resulted the
appearance of the male graves with weapons frorariief the ¥ century as well, but in the
meantime already reflecting the emergence of then eriod. To understand these
correlations, further analysis is needed, becdwesedlso roughly coincide with the appearance
of several new items originating from the North Boregion (Crim peninsula) in the inventory
of the graves. It cannot be decided if these aesalt of a new exchange-network or they are
reflecting a process of migration?

Horizontal social differences indicating the pog#gibof migration arise in connection
with the urn-cremation burials in Arad and Ujszemi@ which — based on seriation — can be
roughly dated to the last third of th® dentury. Burials of urn-cremation rite are als@kn
from Fazekasvarsand and Sajtény which seems taatherethan the previous ones. The
inventory of these burials from the end of tHecéntury has good analogies from the Alféld
region, which could indicate a certain level of dteration. But it still remains a question if it
reflects the structural integration of these comitiesin the societies of the micro-region. In
the case of the inhumation burials the specifigitiethe burial rite do not, or just rarely indieat
horizontal social differences, and only from arodmel beginning of 5th century.

Regarding the gradual increase in the number of imadials, the possibility arose that,
for some reason — like warfare —, the importancanofirmed male — warrior (?) — stratum was
reevaluated, and have gained a great social esfEeisi.gradually reflected in the social
representation of these burials, based on the wefipdings from burials, as well as by the
separation of certain male burials with circulachais within the burial place, or in separate
burial places with a small number of burials. Tdssumption could be valid, but the separated
male burials with weapons from the burial placke Tapé-Malajdok A and B, Sandorfalva-
Eperjes, or Apatfalva-Nagyutith could be linked to the emergence of the Hunnic grew
structure in Alféld region from the end of th€ dentury.

The former clan-based, heterarchical, basicallyedealized power-structure like
societies presumably were able to easily integrate the structures of the nomadic-state,
which was also organized on a clan basis, buttime centralized, and perhaps the above-
mentioned burial places can be seen as the tracelsisophenomenon. Although, this
integration could have been a process resultirgnmore advanced social complexity, and in

the meantime also provoked the emergence of nelwsstaoups, where the separation of
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burials in Sandorfalva — reflecting a status greumay indicate a greater degree of the
centralization of power.

The integration of the societies from the lower dkawalley in the Hunnic power-
structure probably was easily succeeded in theestias they were less complex, clan-based,
heterarchical societies in which descent from arnomancestor could be taken into account
in most cases — presumably within the ritual framdwassociated with the ancestor cult — and
this also could form the basis of their horizompadup identityOn the other hand, in the case
of more complex societies, like in the case of fcums (gens?), descent from a fictitious
common ancestor appears as a rudimentary ideolagyth of origin —, which may already
have formed the basis of a horizontal — but tlmetethnic — group identity that exceeded the
clan level. Given that the elite usually gains daamtage from already existing value systems
(ancestor cult) and creates — perhaps justifies @Jisting inequalities. As a result of which
the Hun power structure may have needed more efifoihtegrate these more complex
societies, with a more complex horizontal groumtdg. But in these circumstances, the clan-
based societies could easily "become Huns" aftegration, but also preserving their own
clan-based group identity.

Beside the presence of burials with weapon thairassa warrior stratum, the ritual
deposition or sacrificial finds found in Szeged-Msagksos, as well as the Szikancs hoard —
the latter indicating an unprecedented accumulagfgorestige objects — raise the possibility
of the emergence of a significant power-center ffegint from the previous ones — in the
marginal areas of the former periods Barbarican guesenters, located near to a settled,

agrarian state like society; the Roman Empire.
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