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1. The subject and aim of the dissertation

In my dissertation | want to show the history of exceptionally successful and
ambitious family, which represents the layer of édownobility on the way of becoming
bourgeois. The history of a family whose memberseveglucated and always open to renew
their farming methods and developed a unique didleén Tapidszele in the 20th century to
present the history and lifestyle of a gentry fgmil

As a resident of Tapiészele | have been able @cetrsince my childhood how the
value-preserving and culture-transmitting spirittbé Blaskovich-brothers have determined
the identity of the people of the village. Moreqgvitre Blaskovich still belong to the collective
memory of the T4pio-region, their intellectual andterial heritage have affected up to now
the everyday life of the people living there. Thar@®&ue chapel of the family is in
Tapidészentmarton. At the permanent archeologichibéion of the National Museum the
Scythian gold deer found by the Blaskovich brothetsich is one of the two items excavated
in Hungary, is displayed. The most important tduaittraction of the region is the horse riding
park of Tapidoszentmarton, which is based on thehroythe wonder mare of the Blaskovich.
In the 20th century, their most significant contition was in the field of cultural heritage. In
spite of the destructions of two world wars theyravable to save their family art collection
and, in 1940, they opened it for the public. ThadRbvich Museum in Tapidszele is the only
mansion museum of lower nobility in Hungary todByie to the mercy of fate | have been
managing the museum for nearly thirty years sovkehectively contributed to cultivating the
intellectual and material heritage of the Blaskbviamily.

In Hungarian genealogical research the materighefBlaskovich family established
by Samuel Blaskovich of Ebeczk represents an ufipke@ value with its complexity. With
the majority of noble families it is a wonder ifettbuilding of their one-time estate has
remained besides documents and photos. It rarelyre¢hat the 18th century documents of a
family of lower nobility are preserved in the statehives, while those of the 19th and 20th
centuries can be found in a public collection caetgd with not only original photos but also
with original personal articles used by severalegations. Thus they represent a special and
valuable historical resource. We may rightly clatmat there are no other gentry families in
Hungary besides the Blaskovich of Ebeczk, whosttyiss based on a wide resource like
this with so many objects to complete the writtad aonographic material.

The treatise is more than a traditional family &gt It is a family history examined

from the aspect of social history with a culturatorical perspective. Thus the research



followed two tracks. One was the social historioa (the history of the descendants of the
person who was ennobled, property relations, ptegethe social status, exploring the social
network and the marital strategy of the family)e tther was the cultural historical line in
which | present the living conditions of each geatien in details and examine the
circumstances that determine the way of living.e Bpecial importance of this point in case
of the Blaskovich is that the 19th century furngwf one of their homes can still be seen at
the beginning of the 21st century.
With my treatise elaborating the history of the&dovich family of Ebeczk | would

like to improve the results of Hungarian family asatial history.

2. Theresources, methods and structure of the dissertation

The dissertation has mainly been done on the bésisdisclosed archive resources or
ones only published by me. The elaboration is bagsetivo main groups of resources. One is
preserved in the Archives of JAsz-Nagykun-Szol@olknty under the name of Documents of
the Blaskovich and related families (1422-1839)ent€r Blaskovich presented all the family
records to the Archives of Szolnok in 1917.

The other large size resource, which no one edseslaborated apart from me, is kept
in Blaskovich Museum of Tapidszele. The documemtihé Historical Archives of the public
collection range from the beginning of the 19thtaento the middle of the 20th century.
From a genealogical point of view an especiallyuable part of the Blaskovich family
records kept in the Historical Archives of the muses the obituaries. The records related to
the public role and 1848-1849 activity of Gyuld8laskovich mean another important unit as
well as the economic documents of the propertiesEd€, Tiszaujhely, Prandorf and
Tapidszele. Official and private correspondenceatse valuable part of the rich material. In
a family historical aspect the change of lettersvben the family members are of great
importance, especially those related to Gyula llasBovich, Aladar, Antal, Gydrgy and
Janos, Sandor Il. and lll. as well as &rhl. Interesting resources of the material of
Tapidszele are the diaries and notebooks with fand economic entries, art collection
acquisitions, hunting episodes. However, the mmogiortant of all is the war diary of Janos
Blaskovich with events recorded from 1944 to 19@Ye other parts of the family documents,
first of all the records of the museum founder hbeo$ can also be found in the archives of

Blaskovich Museum, Tapioszele.



For the genealogical research | used primary aodrglary resources. The primary
ones involve the 18th century parish registers tfed dead or baptized) of Deménd
(Demandice today) kept in the archives of Besztéinga, the Registers of the Dead and
Baptized of the Roman Catholic Parish of Tapidbécakd the birth and death certificates
kept in Blaskovich Museum. Concerning the descext genealogy of the family there are
important data in the Royal Books (Libri Regii) ldéingarian Chancery Archives kept in the
Hungarian National Archives, in the documents coitg proofs of nobility (section O) and
smaller family units (section P) and in the Arclived Genus Karolyi. | also used the material
of the Map Collection of National Széchenyi Libraagd that of the cadastral maps of the
Land Office of Nagykata.

I made use of the documents of Pest County ArshitAeves County Archives and
Nograd County Archives to show the genealogy of ®laskovich and the social
responsibility of the family members. The minutéshoble assemblies, magistrate registers,
the files of the chief constable court of Tarnaphs of mortgaging and files of noble
insurrection were also studied.

Indispensable data were gained for the treatise flhe genealogical works of Ivan
Nagy and Béla Kempelen and the classic as wedtas Works introducing the nobles of Pest,
Csanad, Szolnok, Nyitra and Pozsony counties. Qurig research, | reached important data
from the student registers of universities, listsnames and addresses of Budapest, various
military drafts and almanachs.

Besides searching and elaborating the generatbribe Blaskovich family | also
focused on showing the lifestyle and propertieghaf family. For the description of 18th
century properties | used the documents of theiashof Szolnok. Apart from primary
sources | made use of epigraphic sources as wellalkke genealogical data specified. The
family graveyard of Tapidészentmarton and the eplsaof the gravestones of Nézsa and
T4pioszele meant an important supplement for me.

| also documented the earlier venues of the lifthe family on a collecting tour of
my own. | went to Deménd and Fé&bska (Prandorf) ( both in Slovakia), Nagybanya
(Romania), Erk (Heves county), Szent Tamas puszda Tiorokszentmiklos, Kengyel, Mako-
Kiralyhegyes, Nézsa (Nograd county), Tapioszentomaetind Budapest — Realtanoda Street
and Szerb Street. Visiting the sites | widened ttinethods of my historical exploration.
During the visits | took photos, which helped raeehlarge the iconographic material and to
specify the special literature. To elaborate thih 2@ntury lifestyle of the family | made use

of the method of oral history. Among the most intpot secondary sources are the 19th



century newspaper articles on the members of thskBlvich family as well as reports and
news written by the family members themselves.

The period my dissertation deals with spans froenlteginning of the 18th century to
the mid 20th century. Concerning the earlier histafrthe family 1 do not have authentic data.
Neither do | explore the lifestyle of the last gexi®n in the second half of the 20th century
because | did not mean to digress in the direatiamuseum history. In the treatise | discuss
the family history in chronological order.

My dissertation on family history consists of axge chapters. After the introductory
chapter, which deals with general issues of spditaature concerning the subject, the
second part is about the process of descent andgente then comes the presentation of the
economic and social roles of the Reform Age germrsat In the fourth chapter | show the
descendants concerned in the bourgeous transfaméadgether with their family-social
connections. The middle-class generation appeatiseirifth unit, with special emphasis on
the branch which founded the museum. Finally, nsgelitation is closed with a summary. At
the end of the treatise the list of sources andiapkterature can be found. In the appendix
there are six genealogical tables of the genemtidrihe Blaskovich of Ebeczk. The picture
attachment is a selection from the rich iconograpmiaterial of the Blaskovich family
completed with the photos | took on my collectingrt

In my genealogical work the more dominant line lergs the history of the direct
ancestors of the museum founder brothers, GyorgyJanos Blaskovich. | give the detailed
career of Gyula Blaskovich, the grandfather, whaskvity of 1848-49 is well beyond the
framework of family history because he took anwacpart in the age of change, the process
of bourgeois transformation. The generation systénthe Blaskovich of Ebeczk strongly
diversed by the turn of the 19th and 20th centusiesn the first half of the 20th century |

only present the history and life style of the numdounder branch.

3. Theresults of theresearch. The most important statements of the dissertation

On the basis of the dissertation, it can be stated though the career of the
Blaskovich family started late, it can be regarddwdhracteristic among Hungarian lower
nobility. It was Samuel Blaskovich who took thesfistep for the advancement of the family.
His social position and education as well as the sf his official career were similar to those
of the Grassalkovich and the Beleznays. However Bilaskovich family could not reach the

height of aristocracy either at that time or lafEne history of the family can only be dated



back with certainty to the age of Rakoczi. Istvad &amuel, the two brothers who lived then,
chose different careers — just like the memberghef Cséky, Andrassy, Eszterhazy and
Forgach families — to emerge. Istvan Blaskovichabee the captain of Rakdczi while his

younger brother, Samuel became a district admai@ti(the position was similar to that of a
sheriff) thus remaining on the Habsburg side. Adoay to the family memories, Samuel

Blaskovich requested and received new nobility antbat of arms in 1712 because of the
descendant who had compromised himself in the Wexdependence of Rakdczi.

After receiving the diploma of nobility in 1712, mgrations acquiring and augmenting
properties, holding public offices at the county, lmearing arms and getting married
beneficially changed each other for one and adedbdes until 1848-49. Their estates were
in Hont, Négrad, Borsod, Heves and Pest countiesthay held various public offices in
these counties either as a vice-notary, a disidatinistrator, a chief district administrator, a
sub prefect or a judge of the County Court.

Due to effective husbandry, merits in official @ar and good family relations, the
18th century members of the Blaskovich family (Sémand Jozsef 1) rose to bene
possessionatus layer of lower nobility. With thealogift of 1738 they augmented their
properties in Nograd and Hont counties. Augmentatid property through marriages was
typical until the middle of the 19th century thoutie Blaskovich also purchased some land
from the Kubinyis, the AlImassys, the Podmaniczkyd the Keglevich.

The members of the family were always careful ianaging the property, had
ambitions in public life and politics and held aglues in high esteem. There were several
talented people in the family. ErrBlaskovich, the famous thoroughbred breeder, Gllula
Blaskovich, the art collector, Sdndor Blaskovichitesr and his son, S&ndor Junior, the
composer as well as Gyorgy and Janos Blaskoviah,ntiseum founders, are the most
outstanding persons.

The Blaskovich of Ebeczk were similar to the nobdenilies which traditionally
pursued military career, participated in publie lor had some business. The first group was
represented by Istvan Blaskovich lieutenant-coloRél Blaskovich general sergeant, Pal Il.
Blaskovich hussar officer, and Gyorgy Blaskoviche tlieutenant of Imperial and Royal
Hussars Regiment. The list of those who held skimeé of public office is much longer.
Among them there are district administrators, jdgéthe County Court, sub prefects and
representatives. Besides Hont and Pest countyesffield by Samuel Blaskovich, who started
emergence, and his son Jdézsef, the majority ofite living in the Reform Age held other

public offices as well. The highest official positiwas reached by Gyula Blaskovich, who



became the lord lieutenant of Heves county. Whdicated the standing of the family was
that Jozsef Il. Blaskovich was elected to be thigguof County Court in as many as three
counties. It was an attractive purpose and thetqgmwlicital career for a landowner nobleman
to get a parliamantery mandate. In the era of domliseveral family members, Pal Il
Blaskovich, Sandor Blaskovich, and, from the wivesgouses, Istvan Huszar, Sandor
Alméassy and Béla Mariassy had parliamentary masdamnd did their legislative duties for a
longer time. However, it was the son of a Blaskbyyarl who reached the highest position in
political life. Amalia Blaskovich’s only son, Beman Kallay became joint Minister of
Finance in the time of the Austrian-Hungarian Mahgr The third type of noble careers,
ecclesiastic profession, was only represented éyé#if-brothers of Gyula Il. Blaskovich.

From the mid-19th century individual life storie6the Blaskovich family of Ebeczk
two behaviour patterns can be seen in accordartbenational trends. One was the model of
standing at the side of progress. In a fatefulogeof Hungary not only the men of the
Blaskovich but also the women'’s spouses joinedémeice of the country. During the time of
the war of independence of 1848-49, they foughtvorked in the second line though as
active leaders at a county level. Gyula I. Blaskbysub-prefect, had the most important role
during the political transition but Pal, his brathdgoston Wartersleben, his brother-in-law,
and also Istvdn Huszar and Sandor Almassy toolctwegpart in the fights. Mor Perczel, Pal
Il. Blaskovich’s brother-in-law, also played an ianfant role in the national events. For
Gyula Blaskovich, who had made great sacrifice tioe matter of independence and
organized the national guard as well, the surrentiant a personal failure. He could not get
over the collapse of the revolution, broke down hbaehentally and physically and,
presumably, committed suicide. The other type diaveour was also present within the
Blaskovich, as Bertalan and his family remainethfal to the Habsburg-dynasty all the time.

In my dissertation | also mentioned how sensitivaahd quickly the members of the
family responded to the social-economic changethefage. The emergence and the bene
possessionatus existence of the family were fatltt by the well-thought-out marital
strategy. The adaptive and ambitious family membdeseloped their husbandry, and
together with it, their housing conditions to athigvel. In the middle of the 19th century,
there were people among the Blaskovich who werehed by new ideas, modern individual
and community interests as well as circumstancesadding changes. They were able to
think in a modern way, to become useful for thentguand to choose the way of middle-

class development.



In the Blaskovich family’s history spanning cemésr| have presented people whose
aim was to enrich the built heritage, to supporgpessive national ideas, to establish
Hungarian horse racing and to collect and publicizikural values. We can observe with the
generations of the end of the 19th century andettodshe 20th century, how manifold social
phenomena and various roles were built and combamedne another. The family members
have two groups. The descendants of Istvan anddsliRlaskovich’s had the life style of rich
country noblemen with a few bourgeois elementsevwihers had an intellectual-civic way of
life, which, however, preserved some connectionh tihie land or noble traditions. Up to the
middle of the 20th century, when they left theiroperties, the Blaskovich of
Tapidészentmarton, Nagykiradlyhegyes and Nézsa hadl lihe life of well-to-do proprietors.
Sandor Il. Blaskovich and his son as well as thahars of T4pidszele, Gyorgy and Janos
Blaskovich chose an intellectual way of life.

On the basis of the history of two and a half agas we can see the main ambitions
of the Blaskovich, which were good and effectivestbandry, augmentation of property,
forming beneficious marital relations sometimeshwihe result of getting a higher rank,
holding public roles and active participation ire hublic life of the county and the country.
Through all generations, the Blaskovich managed fireperties really well, using modern
methods therefore emancipation of serfs did nokesteir financial safety. It is worth
mentioning the land acquisition strategy of JoZseBlaskovich, the sub prefect of Hont,
Jozsef Il. Blaskovich, his grandson, judge of tloi@y Court, and Bertalan Blaskovich, who
established estates spreading over several couktigs and Miklés Blaskovich were more
than successful landowners, having a good bussesse, they joined in horse racing, which
contributed to the economic recovery of the age.

From the last third of the 19th century, the Btaskh family became famous for their
thoroughbred breeding, especially the estates pfé§aentmarton and Nézsa. In the history
of horse breeding and especially horse racing aksgtallions or mares of Tapidoszentmarton
origin are recorded, which justifies the high leeélbreeding of that time. Among the great
number of outstanding horses the thoroughbred nikanesem, became a great name, which
brought fame to his breeder, the name Blaskoviah lmnngarian thoroughbred breeding as
well.

In the Blaskovich family | found several donors.the 18th century the members of
the family mainly contributed to the Roman Cath@&ieurch, for example, they built a chapel.
In the 19th century, however, they contributed togpessive national efforts as well. J6zsef

Il. Blaskovich gave a significant donation, excepdlly significant even among landowning



noblemen, to support the foundation of the militacademy. Bertalan Blaskovich contributed
to publishing the periodical named Aurora edited K&roly Kisfaludy. Then Amalia
Blaskovich supported the education of women andHhbegarian literature of that time.
Among the descendants there was a member of thgafdan Royal Society of Natural
Sciences, a founder of the Hungarian Society ofli&dpArts, one displayed his art collection
at the national millennial exhibition then, in thest half of the 20th century, there were
organizers and sponsors of the archeological exicanganear the Tapio.

The way of life and the quality of their homesleef that the generations of the
Blaskovich remained wealthy through disciplinedidweorking and successful farming even
in spite of dividing the lands and giving dowriesthe daughters. Each generation took great
care of educating the children. This statementsigeeially true in the 19th century, when
personalities like Janos Laky, Teréz Karacs andaMiirancsics taught the Blaskovich
children for several years.

Concerning the social status, the Blaskovich farédd split in two by the beginning
of the century. The descendants of Tapiészentmarf@yapji, and Nagykiralyhegyes
remained in the upper layer of the middle class,emer, a few of them (Eénl. Blaskovich,
Miklos and his descendants) lived the life of adsacy while those having a double,
intellectual and noble, way of life either from eminclination or outer force, sank in their
social status. This social process can be trac#ueicase of the museum founder brothers of
Tapidszele. However, through their activity theammes have been preserved in the national
memory. The social roles of the Blaskovich famijvé been completed by Gyorgy and Janos
Blaskovich, the two descendants living and workimghe 20th century, who left the uniquely
rich material of the only mansion museum of thentpuon the Hungarian nation.
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