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1. The topic and the purposes of the dissertation

The focus of my papef-uneral and mourning customs and traditions in Ceah
and its surroundings,is to presenthe habits and emotional manifestations of thebrhats
of my native village towards death and passing. débgertation is monographic. | seek to
explore the attitude towards death and its ritesamdy in Cernat, but also in Kezdi- and
Orbaiszek. In doing so, the phenomena, drawn iallghroy similarities and differences,
bring forth deeper points of interpretation.

Cernat and its surrounding strata form a reformedion. Studying matters
concerning the funeral and mourning customs byegmtasy the habits gives insight in the
social and economical background of the inhabitanttheir attitudes towards the church and
religion, and in their ethnical relations.

There has not been done a major ethnographic worthe funeral and mourning

customs of the strata in Haromszek. My paper aint®impensate this hiatus.

2. Applied methods
My research undertakes the presentation of furemdl mourning customs of the
above mentioned settlements. | present a scenhhalots based on monitoring. In
here | seek to follow the principle of linear prtation of ethnographic studies. The
taxonomic and theoretical background of Van Germefassification is also present
in the paper. | make use of it and quote from ithat beginning of my research and
during the collection. During the presentation loé socio-ethnographic background
of the relations between the family and the comityumhen losing someone, | put to
the front certain secondary topics, thus | intemity interrupt the linear depiction of
the custom. During the presentation of the disseabf the events | make use of the
principle of “consistent description”(Clifford Gede), a principle based on
monitoring used in cultural anthropology.
| follow the course of the individual’s loss and uneing within the community with a
thanatological knowledge. | put to the front the nifestation of the loss and
mourningin the community. These show the way in which tbenmunity and the
collective conventions have an effect on the mawgnindividual (Rites Help...”

Psychological opinions about death



| undertake the scripts related to human rites agspge using the points of view of the
textual folklore. | follow the structural text imretation of the analysis of wills. When
analyzing the obituary leaflets | study the creatd metaphors going back to a century.

The collection period and the research of the habyt used text types mark the creation of a
historical outlook on the facts. The heritage o$tpames, still alive in the memories of the
informants, and the ethos of the ancient scrigtsaethe changes that the habits and customs
have undergone. In these changes, even if thegimelified, one can find the persistence of
certain elements that were believed to be forgptgeh) they are being renewed and tend to
appear in a new context.

Besides presenting the collective — mass manifestatf the customs, | also refer to
individual manifestations, which in spite of haviagdeviant and specific nature, influence
and create collective behaviourial and manifestafitoms.

The study of thanatological dissection of the evesfitows that this kind of analysis emerges
the individual from the community, emphasizing h&/ loss and focusing on the specific
problems he/she had. By revealing these problerasrehationship he/she had with the

surroundings and community are mapped.

3. Results of the dissertation
The structure of my paper consists of the followingts: Introduction, A general
outlook on research work, “Rites Help...” (Psychologji opinions about death), A
draft on cultural history of the village, The remet and feelings of the elderly
towards passingThe presentation of funeral rituald)ifferences in funeral services
and ceremonies, The Romanian orthodox funeral tham Cernat and its
surroundings, The way gypsies react to death tlDaanouncements and obituary
leaflets, Cemeteries and symbols on tombstonetslilis
As the order of the units shows, | have tried &spnt the reaction of the village's inhabitants
towards death and passing at different levels ascifestation forms.
The introductory unitThe reaction and feelings of the elderly towardsging,prepares the
presentation of the reaction of the inhabitantsdéath and death customs. It is an open
structured text because the phenomena presentkeis ipart stay as reference points for other
units and chapters.
| present the concept of the elderly aboedtkd by presenting and referring to their
behavior and attitude towards their ancestors.rAfie political change of 1989 lands were

given back to ex-landlords. Therefore, in the asialy made an attempt to reflect how this



fact affected the coexistence of different genersti It also includes how the concept of
death is reflected by people who are getting on.
Church commencement ceremonies face ageing peaplehe increased number of death in
his /her generation; this fact may strengthen aepdn their fear of death.
In the unit which presen@eath ritualsl do not refer to the customs in separate subuhits
have made up large coherent units which do not fagid limits.
Subunits:Dreams and beliefs, Human condition and state reefi@ath, From death to the
funeral, The funeral, The last supper in memorthefdead and mourning.
The classification and delimitation of the elemewfs customs in larger units signals
similarities with the van Gennep-type of classiiica.
In this structure-based social - ethnical presemtabf the individual, his/her relationship
with the surroundings and environment gains majpoirtance.

In the subuniDreams and beliefsafter the presentation of death predicting beliefs
and death motifs | have presented and analyzed drieam-related narrations.
| have continuously tried to make out how a coiledy known element and individual
motifs influence and affect the mourning of thesoer who suffers from the loss. In the
“dream visions” the dead person appears in a cldseiled structure and his /her individual
motifs are delimited, too.

In the sectiortHuman condition and state before detiefer to those customs and
manifestations which make the incurable sick peaphMare of their death. Ordinary,
everyday life behavioural forms and gestures reveal only individual behavioural
patterns, but also behavioural types which haven Hearnt from ancestors. Hence the
collocationgood deathmade me analyze all those customs and manifassatvich exist
in the dying person's surroundings and environment
Visiting the sickhas an important role for the dying person andrélatives. Visits are
forms of farewell but they may also refer to synizlly tightening emotional bounds with
the family of the dying person. This sequence idetuthe double oriented customs, on one
hand it refers to the dying person but on the ofla&d they maintain social interaction and
structures. The analysis focuses on the innemdalth urges people to visit dying person.
The emotional reaction of the visitor towards tiek.sThe supervising nature the family
members. The transmission of the experience ofvibsie and observing the process of

dying as an outsider.



Rural people react to such situations with a gfroammunity bound and feeling, and
therefore they are active participants of the haps even if they do not belong to the
family.
At the phase ofleath’s doorelatives focus on theorps.It starts with the hospital leaving
phase and with the official diagnosis. Releasing dliying person from hospital has the
purpose of putting him/her back in the homely sumdings and avoiding corpse dissection
and it also makes easier for the bereaved to adegph and the loss.

The subunfrom death to funeralefers to corps clothing and display in public.
| have presented how an experienced person canvbled to perform this ritual and
how the family member who hands over this moraigattion and duty to a stranger is
adjudged.
Displaying the corpse in public has a psychologioé# and impact. Beliefs strengthen the
psychological need of this ritual, but people tdndrefuse to accept the image of the
displayed corpse. This reflects the people’s cimanagititude towards the concept of death.
The period between the death announcement andutieeal follows a linear sequence of
events. On one hand it focuses on the corps, btheother hand it “deals with” the social
aspects involved in this ritual and manifestation.
The bereaved are absolved from obligations anaslulihis passive state enables them to
reflect on the farewell. At the time of the vigilet exposed feelings and grief can lead the
bereaved to catharsis. People who take part ievtkat supervise the family members and
speak about the habits and character of the dembrpeThey also state their opinions
about the vigil itself.
| continuously refer to those elements which sighal changed and simplified nature of
customs and the birth of new rituals.
| talk about the usage of funeral parlours thatkamg built in the villages and town of
Kezdiszek, and their effect on funeral customs.ré@lf@sn’t been a funeral parlour in the
reformed region of Cernat, so the funeral custoamsstill be called traditional. In most of
the catholic regions there is one, and ministetsaénéot to do with people accepting them.
These funeral parlours that are being built arengimey the funeral customs essentially.

In the uniThe funerala major topic consists of the family manifestaticensd self-
reflections in community (Victor Turner). The synficouse of space urges people to
follow certain behavioural forms. The elements bfstcustom are presented in a

chronological order.



A more detailed description refers to a new formdohation and homage which has
become a built-in phase of church service: the arhofi money given for wreath. This
custom has nothing to do with the transcendentpédsof the dead, but tightens the
emotional bound of the community under the ausppesurch and clergy.

In the unitThe last supper in memory of the ddadnalyze those aspects of this
custom which have changed. Since it often refleotsal status and social interaction it is an
important sequence, and it can have an evaluatle af the social interaction the dead
person’s family has had. The space marked for déisé dupper and the menu can be
landmarks of the family status, too. The changigémenu of the last supper does not only
show simplification, but also tendencies to bringsomething new. Preparing a food is a
challenge for the members of the family only whersinot present in the everyday menu.
Take for example theandwich;it was an affliction for the villagers to purchake material
for the sandwich, due to the fact that they wereshiort supply before the change of the
regime.

Last supper attendance refusal can be a signahéofamily to reevaluate their relationship
with the people of the community.

Mourning is symbolized by the black clothes womesaw Their black clothes symbolize the
loss in their husband s family, too. The blackioés of the men are fashionable and “town-
like”. Black clothes worn by family members duritige mourning period generally raises the
people’s appreciation and respect.

A subchapter of the unDifferences in funeral services and ceremoniftects on
how reformed and catholic funeral ceremonies ake ar different. Putting candles on the
graves on November'land commemorating the dead during clerical ceréasoshows the
influence of catholic religion. On the other hawgdtholic people living in reformed regions
tend to change or leave out elements from thegimal funeral ceremonies, like using the
church during funerals. They tend to give monethe family when not bringing a girdle to
the funeral instead of giving it in the church.

The ritual of the confession is an entirely cathaustom, just like keeping away the dead
that might return, thus lighting sacred candlesaraying the hands of the dead and its
symbolical meaning.

The peculiarities of the reformed religion are falad with the funeral customs of villages

showing manifestations of strong catholic identity.



In this unit | also undertake the influence of tbemmunist era on funeral services.
Furthermore, | present the symbolical meaning tifreeral when an urn is used instead of a
coffin.

The subchaptéefhe funeral of Communists and people belongingttam sectsrings forth
funeral manifestations, customs that deviate frioenrtorm.

At the time of the foundation of the communist &na members of a family rejected the
ecclesiastical ceremony. These services were mglhyg funeral ceremonies in which the
symbols of the verbal and visual communist politidaology were included, on the analogy
of the parochial one. The dismissive behavior efittilieu leads to the disintegration of the
coherence in the family.

The funerals of people who are not buried accortiinghurch ceremony were timed at noon
so that the sound of church bell dispel the tensarsed by the lack of clergy.

The orthodox funeral customs of Romanian peopiediin Cernat and its vicinities
presents the habits and customs of Romanian pebple ethnical identity. Romanians have
been inhabiting this area over the last centuryl31 most of them made their names
Hungarian-like, they became reformed and left tbain graveyard. Their funerals take place
in the church, and their rites were either simetifior simply left out (eg. boiled corn,
sepulchral bough).
| depict the graveyards and the funeral custonRarhanian people living in the vicinities. |
present the strong religious and ethnical iderttiyt is present in the funeral customs of
Romanian people and still exists in the nativeagdl of a Romanian family that is now living
in Cernat.

In the sectionThe way gypsies react to deatlinave presented the death customs of
the gypsy inhabitants. A separate unit deals with issue and presents that the collective
elements of their ethnicity influences and separdtem from the customs of the other
inhabitants. Thus understanding them requires poifitview that are different from the
above mentioned.

As a starting point | have referred to their deatstoms which stir their community. | also
referred to their relationship with church and gleand in this context | have analyzed the
role ofcurse.

By attending gipsy funeral ceremonies | learnt alibeir reaction towards death, corpse and
mortuary and the symbolic meaning of these. | lygtematically arranged the death related
beliefs. They generally include references to spyitup the relationship between the dead

person and the living.



In most cases the concept of death is accomparieddirong fear. The eliminative rituals
come to weaken this aspect. The house of the dpay gives the impression of untidiness.
Therefore, the period of time between mortal agamy funeral is considered a period of fast.

A more profound analysis of the custom leads toypicél concept and image of the
transcendental which is revealed by specific rduahd oral communication forms. A new
meaning of gift givingmoney for the last journeg compulsory (the corpse is covered with
money). Poorer gipsy families are exempted frors thistom and they can use the money for
buying alcohol. The image and concept of the trandental appears in the ritual.

During a gipsy funeral social interaction plays ierportant role. The space structure of the
funeral is rather chaotic without any specific ardéthe events. Rowdiness during funerals is
gquite common and this has its symbolic value withther “connotative meaning”

Church service is an element of the structural fdwm it does not have any “subject matter
message”. After the funeral service they play malsiestruments on the graveside. | consider
that this is a way of symbolically connecting tlead to each other.

| have analyzed the role of gipsy musicians, whbeyttend to put on the second place next to
the members of an official band.

The first part of the mourning imposes strict rulbat the second part is shorter with a fast
course of events.

Death announcements and obituary lésfle text analysis section, refers to the
content and subject matter of the announcement®hbitdary leaflets. These often reflect a
socio-cultural viewpoint and have a stereotypics¢ wf language functions which reflect
man's outlook on life and the world in general. iThéstorical analysis reveals the change of
their functionality. It appears as an initiative tife landlords and it had the role of
announcement. In rural areas it represents an ssipreof social status, and their delivery
reflects how the immediate and distant family merslage related to each other.

Between 1920 — 1940 announcements became popularttvei middle class (intellectuals,
clerks, scribes). Their content reveals that ttes laffects not only the family members but
the society in general because the person servedomyg his/her family but also the
community. The great loss is emphasized by thetigaotations from the bible.

During the first World War the announcements, whaften had national and religious
character, were printed in the memory of the soddieho died on the battlefield. The content
of the announcements included references to thedmerof the soldier, too.

As soon as the announcements spread out and becgular with each social category their

content also included facts about the dead persmm® and family lifand they often reveal



facts about the memory of a woman or of a man wgrkin the farm. The content of the
announcements generally referred to an ideal wajif@f These items have an intense
religious aspect and references to good human ceaistics prevail: love, kindness, warm-
heartedness, open-handedness and self-sacrifice.

In the period of collectivism, the announcementdpee very fashionable and the most
frequent word and element used in the textswa, and the word phradeve forwork was
associated with the idea of love for family and ilgrmembers. This motif also reveals that
the community was getting smaller and smaller, lapdime it referred only to family. This
image portrays the stereotypical figure of a mam whvotes his/her life to the loved ones.
From now on every person attending the funeral getsbituary leaflet.

Starting from the 1990s the text and content ofds@th announcements and obituary leaflets
has been getting shorter. They have fewer motits there are no biblical quotations on
them. The content generally refers to the memotheidead person.

In the subunitDeath announcements and throwaways as devicesefbredlection| have
analyzed texts with unusual content and functiémahs in the context of lifestyles.

The analysis of the content of the obituary leafders to how its editor would have liked to
live his/her life if he/she had had the chanceite it again, especially in case the good
reputation of the family was destroyed.

In the uniGraveyards and symbols on headstohdmve referred to the funeral
culture of the village and to the origins and depetent of the custom of setting up
headstones.

In the analysis of the space structure of the cenast | refer to the ethnical, religious and
social boundaries. In the public cemetery that e@ened at the beginning of the™®ntury
the centre and the periphery were delimited. Thisks the renewal of a medieval type of
burying model. This new cemetery caused chang#seiisocial and religious structure of the
cemeteries. The catholic cemetery was deserted Ardame the cemetery of the poor.

The cemetery of newcomers and other ethnical gragssdelimited on the periphery. This
symbolical space structuring is present in the meaettlements, too (for e.g., there is a
cemetery for the hanged, a part of the cemeterybilangs to the gypsies).

In the research of symbols of headstones | analimoed they changed and influenced, and
later reflected the change in the outlook of cenrete

By analyzing registers which refer to collectivebgt up headstones | point out the
relationship between the sanctum (the sacred spberhe graveyard) and its role in

preserving national identity. In defining cults abdamous people of the nation, the local



intellectuals create a ritual in which they incluthe inhabitants of the village. Later the
cemetery is considered a place for the memorignaenies.

Besides depicting the headstones | also mentionliésmwho were stone-masons from
generation to generation (Poian and Sanzieni) #sag¢he masons making headstones from
artificial stone in the present (Cernat and Hilib).

When presenting therossed delineate the stock of crosses that seem staizéardnd their
strong space-sanctifying meaning. In Cernat thislsy} of catholic identity was put in the
square of the church instead of public squares.

Some of the symbols of the simple headstones (tfmkedkopjafg are to be found on the
ancient headstones. In the middle of th& 26ntury the headstones gain a new look which
bear a folk art- kind of model. With the help betVillage Museum in Cernat an exclusive
and elaborated “motif-frame” appears, which podrage and social codes.

With the appearance specialistghis headstone bears the connotations of folk art.

In the second half of the ¥@entury it got a new role .At present it has astiintionalized

background. Therefore, it uses a well-defined msttificture which refers to age and social

codes. They can also be considered as masterittasitional craftsmanship.

| compare the ancient stock of headstones of thermed graveyards of Kezdi- and
Orbaiszek, and their symbols. The headstones oflikezk can be characterized by an
anthropomorphic nature (Albis, Cernat, Dalnic), véas the ancient headstones of Orbaiszek
gain a typical “knob-style” (Covasna, Papauti). tiganes that are considered to be folk art
are national symbols, and with their connotatidreytare much more “in fashion” than the
older ones.

| aim to present the stock of headstones in Kee#lisk analyze the effect of the symbols
existing on them on other headstones, as well assymbolic tokens formed with other
works of folk art.

The new types of graves covered with a bed of @aghow new type of funeral custom.

In the analysis of the development whults and charnel housek emphasized the
restructuring and reevaluating nature of a soadiatgss. During my research | have noticed
that at the time of the loss of private propertiesodium of the vaults were common (for e.g.
in Marcusa and Zabala).

With the delineation of the vaults in Kezdiszeklirgoout the existence of families who

played an important role in the rise of the bourgjeo



| point out how they used the cemetery, the way theked after the graveyard, the role of
the church in it, and the disappearance of rulas ghid that other denominations could not
bury their dead in that area.

| also refer to the flora and the way they usetbt after it. | depict a job done by women

that was specialized in producing a flower (tlaasy.

The Last Will unit deals with the presentation of the local abtaristics of the laws
governing individual property and the social changeénich influenced the constitutional
right.

In the 17 -18 century only the aristocracy had written form aétlwills. The poor had oral
forms. Nowadays both oral and written forms ekistause, quite often, family members
have an agreement on heritage.

Starting from the 19 century the written form of the last wills was spd among the lower
social categories, too. In rural communities thst leill was not officialized by local
authorities, it was a private document. Hence ligatton scheme was easier. This enabled
more transparency in monitoring the population beyothe rules of the last will. It had the
role of maintaining peaceful relationship amongifgmembers. In spite of this the conflicts
provoked by them were quite frequent.

By the text analysis of last wills | also bringantlief that they were considered important if
their author considered that the relationship amianglly members are bad or he/she does
not feel their affection or respect towards him/he

In some cases | also track what happened afteingdide will. Getting an enclosure can
create specific situations, because an old docuhmebecome important again, thus it often
changes relationships between the family members.

| set out the position of the disinherited onegijrtlattitudes and behavior are mentioned in
several units.

Making a will requires a bit more archaic languatpan the everyday used one; the
uniformity of the language suggests that the willhe dead is for ever. In contrast to this, the
obituary leaflet is for the public, thus it takdteet with its novelty.

From socio-ethnical point of view, my paper focuses the presentation of the
individual and his/her relationship with the sumdings and environment. By making an
attempt to reflect the customs and traditions wieiist in people’s minds and character.
| have tried to find the answer to Man's role afat@ in the universe and his attempt to self-

portraying in his relationship with the others.
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