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Review of the theme. Aims of the thesis.

This thesis is aiming at presenting the historlzadkground for
the Synod of Varad (Oradea) in 1524 and as wehlaslecrees passed
there. From the point of view of legal history, tGede of Varad is
unique as this is the only existing code of medi@rgin from the
Archbishopric of Kalocsa. In the Middle Ages thergy of a given
diocese learnt about relevant ecclesiastical orateassynod where the
bishop promulgated them. Episcopal decrees pads#tk aliocesan
synod were vital laws of particular legislation.eTéacraments and the
ecclesiastical discipline of a given bishopric weoatrolled by these
orders. Therefore, it is my fundamental role toasgthe dogmatic,
pastoral and canonical indoctrinations of the meadiehurch through
the unique and general regulations made at thedsghdarad.

Vince Bunyitay was the first one to report on then&l of
Vérad, convened by Bishop Ferenc Perényi (15141626524, and
on its decrees in the first volume of his monogyagmtitled The
History of the Bishopric of VaradHe only referred to the Synod of
Varad in a few sentences and remarked that itsedscwere still
unpublished. The full publication is thereforelatihavailable because
Remig Békefi published only two articles out of thety-nine, whose

initial lines areSequitur sextum sacramentum de ordine cleriaall



De promovendis ad sacros ordinesspectively. Consequently, before
writing this thesis | had to publish the originalusce in order to be
able to examine the synodal texts from a greatespeetive.

The other fundamental aim of this thesis is to @lde Decrees
of the Synod of Varad into the family of Hungariand European
synodal books. On the one hand, the relationshipgvds:n the canon
laws of the two main churches in Hungary, referrtogthe Roman
Catholic Church and the Reformed Church, as welthasrelation
between their legal and pastoral theological decieethe Middle
Ages are still unexplored. On the other hand, daiegearch on
synodal regulation has always had a great traditioHungary. Four
out of the five existing medieval synodal books,medy the
Constitutions of Esztergom, Nitra, Szepes and M&saporiginate
from the Archdiocese of Esztergom. The codicoldgésamination of
the Constitution of Esztergom was initiated by Ged®orsa. After
carrying out a detailed review of the Synodal BawkEsztergom,
Péter Erd unravelled the foreign canonical sources of tluskb The
systematic presentation and evaluation of the dscpassed at the
Synod of Varad became complete when Laszl6 Solymaoblished
their critical edition. With the works of the preusly mentioned
authors the research on the textual criticism andce history of the

synodal books of Esztergom came to an end. It \8ook from the

above that Hungarian research focused on the siactsaity of the
Province of Esztergom. By using these results topes of the current
research on medieval legal written discourse has egtended to also
include the Province of Kalocsa. The uniquenesh®fdecrees lies in
their local specialities and in the practice of Iavhe interval of this
research extends as far as 1526 when Bishop FEergayi died.

As mentioned above, this thesis is aiming at ptatihe Decrees
of the Synod of Varad not only in a Hungarian legaitext but also in
a European one. The governmental importance oflibeesan synod
in the fact that ecumenical and provincial couaciliegulations were
promulgated to the attendees. Therefore, it issngprising that most
of the published regulations could be traced backhe canons of
ecumenical councils. Odette Pontal went to graeadjttes to show that
the collection compiled by Petrus de Sampsona ladahremarkable
effect on the texts of French diocesan synods, latet it became
widespread in the medieval canonical practice a¥ ia several

countries.

Il. Applied methods

Three different methods can be distinguished reggrdhis

thesis. One of them is source criticism. Thereagprinted version of



the Decrees of the Synod of Varad available, ohgirthandwritten
version survived, which makes their studying diffic Therefore,
before writing the dissertation | had to prepare tigxt-critical edition
of all the Synodal Decrees of Varad based on theus@ipt marked
DL 29416 and held in the National Archives of HurngaA copy of
this source publication, which has been long awlaiig the clerical
and the secular world, can be found in the appesdic

The second method applied is description. Thidystsi clearly
divided into three distinctive units but their cents are closely
related. The first unit presents the historicalkdgaound of the Synod
of Varad in 1524. In the Middle Ages a diocesanocsiywas a legal
institution supporting the governance of a giveocdse. This research
sums up the synodal activity of the Province ofd€ah and also
presents the intellectual and cultural sphere inclwvithe decrees
themselves were made. It clarifies the conceptyred and its types,
and gives a brief survey of the diocesan synodshefHungarian
ecclesiastical provinces.

It was rather difficult for the Province of Kal@so observe
the universal canon law and to hold an annual datesynod. The
necessary canonical knowledge could only be acdj@teiniversities.
It was challenging to generate revenue for finagciniversity studies

when the area itself was exposed to a threat flenTurks. Synods

were held more regularly in the Province of Esziergthan in the
Archdiocese of Kalocsa. Based on the availablecssrthe synodal
activity of these two Hungarian archdioceses wasbé&hind that of
other European ecclesiastical provinces. This shalsices the Decrees
of the Synod of Varad in 1524 into the context afnigarian synodal
activity. It presents the life of Bishop Ferenc étgfi, who convened
the aforementioned synod, as well as presentotaion, its date and
participants. It also gives a review of the reasamsch made the
bishop congregate this synod. The members of thiee@Geal Chapter,
members of the Collegiate Chapter of St. Stephevashdebhegy, as
well as the members of the Chapter of Blessed Wildiary and
members of the Chapter of St. John along with tlidoots,
archdeacons, priests and friars took part in tlgisod. The bishop
relied mainly on the chapters in his practice ofclesiastical
legislation. The unnamed lawmakers included camatistheological,
canonical and liturgical knowledge from the catlaédr

After that, the structure of the Decrees of thedslyaf Varad and
that of the Hungarian synodal books are comparkdrte€fore, the third
method used is analytical comparison. Apart frome thbove
mentioned manuscript source, various printed seuheee been used
for this part of the thesis. First, the influendettee Synodal Book of

Veszprém on the creation of the decrees of Varakasnined. Major



differences and unique regulations are highlighteat. the sake of a
full comparative analysis, the study has been eldéninto the
distinctive versions of the synodal books of Eger. The document
is analysed from the point of view of canon lawgdk history, art
history, codicology, library history and literaristory.

After these five considerable chapters, the contétite Synodal
Book of Varad is dealt with. The individual chagtef the document
are presented in the third part of the thesis. Withe framework of
the dissertation the legal historical antecedehtth® regulations are
also disclosed in the individual chapters. The l&gns regarding the
life and activities of the pastoral clergy touch the conscientious
handling of material and spiritual wealth, too. Tt of medieval
religious holidays is a constant clause of synobabks. The
presentation of these lists reveals differences landl specialities
among the holidays of the Diocese of Varad and tbfatother

Hungarian bishoprics.
[I. The most important results
By means of the discussion of the synods of theviRte of

Kalocsa, it can be established that the legislatiotihe Transylvanian
Synod in 1453, in 1466 and in 1520, as well asSyieod of Kalocsa

in 1490 were expected to renew religious life animieate

ecclesiastical disciplinary abuse. The conventidnth® Synod of
Varad fits into this practice as the work of thenx@y was meant to
protect faith, elevate moral life and enhance tbgickl knowledge.
Therefore, a bishop’s action can be regarded ascion against
neologists, and a synod could be conceived as ailjp@stool for

spiritual cleansing.

The structure of the Decrees of the Synod of Véo#dws that
of the medieval Hungarian diocesan regulations. Trelogue
distinguishes four topics within the core text tietdecrees. The
introductory section of the partial law of Varadctises on the
sacramentological foundation of the counciliar dest A separate
chapter is devoted to each of the Seven SacramBmtsnorm covers
general legal regulations and unique proceduresardaty the
receivers and administerers of sacraments. The digtnactates are
followed by pastoral information in each chapteheTtheoretical
knowledge regarding sacraments originate from thgulations of
previous synods.

Starting from Bunyitay’s opinion and by refutingatht has been
stated that the Decrees of the Synod of Varad ddoflow the norms

set up in Veszprém faithfully. In our opinion thext of the given norm



shows more resemblance to the Estei version ofStimodal Book of
Esztergom than to the Decrees of Veszpréem.

Thus, the texts of the contemporary synodal book$&,ding that
of Esztergom and the unique regulations of the 8ghdook of
Véarad, can be clearly distinguished. The chaptdchviktarts with the
line saying De interdicti temporehighlighted the prohibition of
marriage without a marriage license. In the chapteitled Additio ad
Constitutionem de Concubinariighe duties of the archdeacon
pertaining to canonical visits were broadened. s wbliged to write
a list of the future priesthood candidates and khbe condition of
cemeteries. He had to be well-informed regarding thisuse of
dogmatic teachings of the Church and heresy. Ttigosewhich starts
with the line sayingDe missis, vesperis ac matutimegulated the
liturgical order of the cathedral. It ordained thdtaplains had to
participate in the prayer-meetings along with thpsests who were
responsible for the arrangements on the altare&asof sitting at their
books, they had to stand at the separator of taesaghroughout these
meetings. Negligent priests were strictly punishad ordained to fast
on bread and water, those priests with no legiemegason for
skipping masses were fined for 1 forint. The sectiich starts with
the lineDe promovendis ad sacros ordimgstermined the age limit of

men wishing to be inducted into the clergy.

The Decrees of the Synod of Véarad placed a greahasis on
the elimination of legal abuse occurring in thecéie. It disapproved
of the nuptial ceremonial practice of the paristegis of Kordsszeg
and Farnos because they took part in the admimgteof the
sacrament in forbidden times. It also banned tlaetme of couples’
getting married without a marriage license and &hstill being
wedlock-bound. It gave clear instructions how toidwsimony, at the
same time it urged the sequelae to remunerate ribstp for their
efforts accordingly. Archdeacons were given a cahensive guide to
the professional performance of their duties relatecanonical visits.
The compilers of the Decrees of the Synod of Vgradl a great
attention even to the smallest details. Archdeacwee ordered to
check the guarding of the Eucharist thoroughlyrsd birds or worms
could not damage the sacrament.

The Decrees of the Synod of Varad prove the stateme
supported by various sources that Varad was onheofcitadels of
liturgical life. Among the liturgical regulationsf the Decrees of the
Synod of Varad there were a few insertions of gnagrtance. Such
as the one which regulated the age limit, with @asomable canonical
flexibility, for one’s becoming a deacon or a subden. There was

another insertion which abolished the facilitatisagarding the



canonical hours of prebendaries. It also calledr thggention to the
proper administering of religious rituals.

The list of Holy Days at the end of the Synodal i2es of Varad
is the previously unknown calendar of the diocd%e cult of saints
was alive and flourishing in the city of Saint Lsldus I. There are six
such Holy Days recorded in this calendar whicheargérely unknown
on the basis of the similar lists of contemporanyasial books.

The Decrees of the Synod of 1524 are important rdsco
regarding the legal historical activity of the Bagliic of Varad, as well
as fine evidence for the literacy of the Chapteivéfad and for the
legal tradition of the Ecclesiastical Province @lécsa. In spite of the
great resemblance arising from the nature of lafymi regarding
synodal books, the Synodal Book of Varad can beceioed as an

independent work.
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